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It’s a wrap!
As harvest draws to completion, it is one of
mixed feelings for many growers in the MD
& SH regions, with thoughts of what might
have been if only the Red grape prices had
held firm.

Grape prices were a worry for growers, with
red prices generally falling in value by up
to $100 per tonne on average prices paid
in 2020, whilst whites improved somewhat
and commonly recorded an increase of
10-15% on last year’s prices. Pleasingly the
districts most grown variety, Chardonnay,
continued to rebound in demand and price.
MVW has had many reports from across
the region of increased yields following an
excellent growing season, with increased
water allocations and improved rainfall,
very little disease pressure and a very
mild summer by the region’s standards.
MVW Executive Officer, Paul Derrico, has
estimated this year’s crop will be slightly up
on the previous two vintages, commenting
“the 2019 and 2020 vintages both recorded
around 350,000 tonnes however we estimate
the 2021 harvest will be about 370,000
tonnes. The improved yield is a good reward
for growers’ hard work through the growing
season and to a lesser extent will be some
compensation for any reduction in grape
prices”
The harvest period was marked by
reasonable weather, with little rain and
some cool nights, allowing for natural
ripening of grapes without any real heat
stress. The results will see winemakers
very pleased with this year’s harvest, some
already forecasting this year’s wine will be of
exceptional quality.
Aside from the regular wineries crushing
grapes in the region, there was an estimated
30 out-of-region buyers sourcing fruit to be
crushed locally or interstate.
To a certain extent prices reduced following
the application of harsh tariffs in the Chinese

market, despite relatively small volumes of
inland regions wines actually being affected
by this impost. In conjunction with the China
trade issues, the Covid pandemic generally
undermined confidence in the sector and
there seemed a reluctance of wineries to
speculate on grape purchases outside their
regimented wine sales program.

Wineries were very quiet from mid-February
onwards and it seemed the only action
was conducted through grape brokers.
See the Price Watch data reflecting key
varieties and estimated prices paid in 2021
and comparisons to 2020 values. Early spot
market offers for reds were at the higher
end of the scale and waned as the harvest
progressed. Conversely, demand for whites
was solid throughout and improved offers
further into vintage reflected this.
Unfortunately, we witnessed less than
ideal behaviour from a handful of wineries,
with late notification of price offers and/or
informing their regular growers on the eve
of harvest that fruit would not be purchased
this year. This is the type of conduct that
reflects poorly on the industry and rightly
attracts the attention of the ACCC.
The availability of broad industry pricing
was more difficult this year compared to
previous years, this may have been due to
wineries indecision due to global market
conditions, however the communication
channels with growers need to stay open no
matter what the circumstances.
Pleasingly, we note that some wineries
amended their payment terms, bringing
forward scheduled payments so that all
are completed by mid-year. This is a telling
improvement and will give growers some
level on confidence the industry is listening
and moving in the right direction.
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Average market prices* - Vintage 2021
Variety

2020 APP

2021 $/tonne
Average*

Cabernet
Sauvignon

672

561

Chardonnay

400

479

Colombard

320

346

Gordo

326

350

Merlot

593

552

Pinot Gris

526

582

Pinot Noir

585

711

Prosecco

709

825

Sauvignon
Blanc

463

564

Semillon

349

375

Shiraz

664

573

* Average market prices calculated from reports
of winery prices for fruit purchases in the
Murray-Darling & Swan Hill regions.
-: Average prices are not weighted and should
be regarded as a guide.
-: APP = Average Purchase Price
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Notice Board
MVW Form
The MVW Grower Forum has been
scheduled for 17th June 2021; lock this date
into your calendar and keep your eyes open
for further details closer to the event.
It will be a great opportunity to hear the
latest wine industry updates that affect
you as a grower, together with a look at the
crystal ball to see what the future might
hold. It will also be a great opportunity
to catch up with industry colleagues in a
social environment at the conclusion of the
forum.

MVW Survey
We will soon be conducting the annual
survey of MVW members to check our
database for accuracy. We do this review
annually to ensure the statistics regarding
the winegrape industry in the MurrayDarling and Swan Hill wine regions are as
up to date as possible and authentic. Please
note that your information will remain
Private & Confidential and only aggregated
information for all growers will be will be
utilised within the Industry.

Information
regarding
winegrape
plantings, varieties and grower numbers
is essential to Industry planning, and
representing our region to Wine Australia,
government agencies and the media.
Please keep an eye open for your survey
form and respond to MVW at your earliest
convenience.

G4S V2021
MVW conducted its annual Wine Grapes for
Sale Register for 2021 harvest, a free service
to help growers find buyers for their fruit.
Overall, 30 growers listed approximately
16,000 tonnes for vintage 2021 (compared
to 20 growers and 10,500t for V2020).
Varieties registered for V2021 were:
Whites: (42% compared to 44% in V2020)
Chardonnay, Colombard, Doradillo, Gordo,
Moscato Giallo, Pinot Gris/Grigio, Prosecco,
Sauvignon Blanc, Semillon, Sultana and
White Frontenac
Reds: (58% compared to 56% in V2020)
Cabernet Sauvignon, Carmenere, Mataro,
Merlot, Petit Verdot, Pinot Noir, Saperavi
and Shiraz
In stark contrast to last year, white varieties
this year were keenly sought after and sold
relatively quickly. On the other hand, Reds
in 2021 have seen a decline in demand and
have taken considerably longer to sell.
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Twenty wineries/buyers responded to
MVW expressing interest in fruit on the
register.

Wine Australia CEO
steps down
After 15 years of outstanding service to
Wine Australia, including 8 years as CEO,
Wine Australia Chair, Michele Allan, has
announced that Andreas Clark will be
leaving Wine Australia in late 2021.

MVW Workshops
We will be holding our regular Vine
Health Workshops in Mildura (1st July)
& Swan Hill (30th June); this will be an
excellent chance to catch up on the
latest vineyard management techniques
and an introduction to the Sustainable
Winegrowing Australia program.
The Mildura event will also feature a
presentation by Mary O’Brien, “Are you
bogged mate”’, the highly regarded
discussion about men’s mental health.

MVW Makeover
We’re excited to announce that MVWI is
getting a make-over! The brand has served
us and our growers well since inception, but
with a view to the future we’ve engaged a
marketing and communications company
to start rebranding the way we look and
how we deliver information to you.
Across the coming months while we work
on our brand we’d love to hear from you
about what’s working and what isn’t.
We’ll be sending out a very short survey
and we’d love for you to take the time to
provide your feedback and thoughts, so we
can continue to deliver you the information
and resources you need, in a way you want.
While the way we look might be changing,
our dedication to advocating and
supporting the growers in the Murray
Valley region hasn’t, we look forward to
continuing to provide you up to date
information and strengthening our
platforms to advocate further for you, the
growers.

The Wine Australia Board is deeply grateful
for Andreas’ leadership and his dedication
to the Australian wine sector over many
years and we wish him well for his future
endeavours.
‘I’m so proud of the role that Wine Australia
plays to support the sector and I wish it
every success for the future under new
leadership’, said Mr Clark
Wine Australia will engage an external
recruitment firm to undertake a national
selection process for the next Wine Australia
CEO and the recruitment commenced in
March 2021.

Andreas Clark - CEO Wine Australia
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Independent agency recommended to oversee
Basin water trade By Christine Webster
neighbours has grown into a complex set
of markets, but unfortunately the normal
regulatory framework that would be
expected for a market of this scale has not
been developed,” Mr Keogh said.

Australia’s consumer watchdog says a
new independent Water Markets Agency
should be established to oversee trading
and water markets in the Murray-Darling
Basin and ensure they operate fairly and
with integrity.
With an annual average value of more than
$1.8 billion per year, water markets in the
Murray Darling Basin are now of a scale that
warrants serious and focused attention,”
ACCC Deputy Chair Mick Keogh said.
The long-awaited final report of the of the
ACCC’s Murray-Darling Basin water markets
inquiry was released on March 26, 2021.

New laws
recommended
The report recommends new Basin-wide
laws to be enforced by the proposed Water
Markets Agency that would deal with
harmful market conduct and practices.

It followed ten public meetings in towns
across the Basin including Mildura and
Kerang.
The ACCC also gathered information
from large water users, investors, market
intermediaries, irrigation infrastructure
operators and government entities, and
wide-ranging water market data from 2012
onwards was analysed.

It says guidance should be updated to
address how river operators should manage
trade-offs between different objectives.
The ACCC also recommends providing
water users with more information and
transparency to enable them to better
understand influences on supply.
Public forums will be run in five locations
across the Basin, where stakeholders can
hear directly from the ACCC about its
findings and recommendations.

It calls for bans on market manipulation,
stronger insider trading rules, and a
mandatory code of conduct to apply
to water market intermediaries such as
brokers.
A new requirement would see all market
participants providing a single identifier on
trade forms, to allow the new regulator to
trace and follow transactions and enforce
rules against misbehaviour.

It received 130 submissions in response to
its issues paper and over 90 in response to
the interim report.
The creation of the agency is among 29
recommendations, in the final report of the
ACCC’s Murray-Darling Basin water markets
inquiry.

Digital technology
The ACCC report also recommends that
Australian and Basin State Governments
work with market service providers to
establish and implement new digital
technologies to improve the quality and
flow of water market data.

The final report makes recommendations
across four themes, the governance of
the Basin water markets, market integrity
and conduct, trade processing and
water market information, and market
architecture.

ACCC Deputy Chair Mick Keogh
Photo: ACCC

The ACCC is also calling for the improvement
of intervalley trade mechanisms, enhancing
hydrological
modelling
capabilities,
continued work to improve metering and

“What started as an informal system
for transferring water rights between
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He said a new independent Water Markets
Agency, backed by appropriate legislation,
should prioritise making markets work for
water users, traders, and the economy to
deliver the benefits of water trade.
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delivery shortfall risks.
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Barmah Choke affecting River Murray
capacity not horticulture By Christine Webster
The Murray–Darling Basin Authority is
challenging the perception that large
horticultural developments are to blame
for an increased risk to water delivery in the
River Murray.
From 2003 to 2018, there has been
a significant increase in horticultural
plantings below the Barmah Choke, mainly
in Sunraysia.
But The MDBA’s Director
Modernisation Ben Dyer told
in March, historical data from
to 2017/2018, shows water

of River
a webinar
1993/1994
delivered

through the choke hasn’t increased over
the summer months, even though new
permanent plantings have occurred.
The Barmah Choke is a narrow section of
the River Murray that restricts flows to
around 7,000 megalitres a day, in the area
of the Barmah–Millewa Forest upstream of
Echuca.
“It was a bit of a surprise to us when
we couldn’t find a change – we were
thinking there is this whole new area
of horticulture gone in,” Dr Dyer said.

“However, on reflection this should not
have come as a surprise given no new
entitlements have been issued during this
period.”
“So, the water has been transferred from
permanent pastures for dairy, in a very
simplistic sense, to further down the river
to a permanent crop in horticulture.”
MDBA data shows no real change in the
timing of water use in summer below the
Barmah Choke between 1993/94 and
2017/2018.

Water below the Barmah Choke from 1993 to 2017/2018

Climate drives
water demand
Dr Dyer said hot dry days over summer
drive the water demand, whether you are
growing grass, grapes, almonds or citrus.
He told the webinar, conditions in the River
Murray system change all the time and
are influenced by factors such as climate,
water availability, land use and patterns of
irrigation water use.
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Dr Dyer said the purchase of entitlements
for environmental purposes also affects
the river system , but this had not increased
summer demand in the River Murray or
put pressure on the Barmah Choke as the
entitlements used over summer were
purchased from below the choke.

Intervalley trade
a major source
He said intervalley trade from the
Murrumbidgee and Goulburn river
systems into the Murray was a significant

source of water for the new horticultural
developments during and after the
millennium drought.
Dr Dyer said the trade has driven the
increase in water use in Sunraysia, but
the water was not being sourced from
the Murray, but the Murrumbidgee and
Goulburn.
“Those trades therefore don’t put more
pressure on the Barmah Choke because
they occur below the Choke,” he said.
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Barmah Choke affecting River Murray capacity not horticulture continued
Barmah Choke
shortfall risk

“We were expecting to see large deep scour
holes and large woody debris, where Murray
Cod would hang out,” he told the webinar.

gold from the beds of rivers and the
floodplains, mobilising huge quantities of
sediment in the process.

Dr Dyer said the growing risk was around
the delivery of existing water entitlements
through the Barmah Choke.

Instead, the holes have been filled with sand
in depths greater than four metres in places.

As a result, the sediment has been slowly
moving along the riverbed over the past
two centuries and is now lessening the
capacity of the Choke.

Since the 1990s, there has been a significant
reduction in the capacity of the Choke as
measured by the volume of water that
can be released through the Yarrawonga
weir without exceeding the capacity of the
Choke.
“In 1995, we could pass 11,500 megalitres a
day, in 1996 it was 10,600, and now in 2021,
it is 9,200 megalitres,” he said.
Dr Dyer said studies of the Barmah Choke
have shown a large volume of sediment in
the riverbed and significant erosion.
He said to maintain the volume of water
delivered through a shrinking channel
meant flows had to be consistently high,
which caused erosion of the riverbanks.
Dr Dyer said this was being compounded
by the wake of boats washing heavily on
the riverbank, and there had been concern
about the condition of the riverbank since
the mid-1980s.
The MDBA surveys the area every ten years
and this year the riverbed of the Barmah
Choke was examined using new technology
with surprising results.
The detailed survey showed that there were
giant sand ripples up to a metre tall on the
riverbed.

But he said the volume and type of sediment
was unusual, being medium to coarse sand
particles of about 1.5 to 2mm in diameter,
with about 77,000 cubic metres of sand in a
one-kilometre section of the River Murray in
the Barmah Choke.

Impact of mining
According to geomorphologists, this
sediment was caused by a range of
factors, such as land clearing and mining
in the upper Murray catchments including
around Beechworth and Mitta Mitta in the
1850s to 1890s, river regulation, changes in
land use and the removal of snags.
Dr Dyer said alluvial gold mining was
a significant industry in north-eastern
Victoria and the upper Murray into NSW.
“The gold was down in the bed of the
valleys, right down in the bedrock, so
they got in there with picks and shovels
and wheelbarrows, and they dug their
way down to it and literally deepened the
valley,”
He said they took the gold from the sand
and “everything they didn’t want, was
washed downstream.”
Dr Dyer said some miners also used a giant
firehose to blast the dirt out and washed it
through the sluices, to extract the gold.
Later, floating dredges were used to extract

A plan for the risk
of shortfall
Dr Dyer said the MDBA and the Basin states
have developed a joint Shortfall Response
Plan for the Murray River, He said this
involved identifying mitigation measures to
access small, but critical volumes of water
during a shortfall.
“This involves things like lowering weir
pools, the Victorians are investigating
accessing some water from the storages
associated with the Torrumbarry system,” he
said.
He said as a last resort the states would
impose restrictions on water users during a
shortfall.
The MDBA includes reports on the delivery
shortfall risk in the River Murray during their
weekly updates, available on the MDBA
website at https://mdba.gov.au/watermanagement
To hear the MDBA’s full webinar on Capacity
Issues in the River Murray visit mdba.gov.au/
webinars .

There is significant erosion and build up at the Barmah Choke
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Changes proposed to Goulburn to Murray water trade By Christine Webster
The Victorian Government is expected
to introduce new operating rules for
Goulburn to Murray inter-valley trade (IVT)
arrangements in July.
It has released a regulatory impact statement
(RIS) outlining the proposed water trade
changes.
The Department of Environment, Land,
Water and Planning (DELWP) has conducted
a review of the existing water trade rules
between the Goulburn and Murray to
produce these recommendations.
DELWP estimates the total trade opportunity
is approximately 130GL of trade per season
from the Goulburn to the Lower Murray.
In 2017/18, the volume of trade from the
Goulburn to Lower Murray reached as high
as 250GL, driven by drought in NSW.
Prior to this period, the range was only 80GL
to negative 40GL.
DELWP’s Senior Manager for Retail Water
Markets and Entitlements, Joe Banks told a
webinar last month, key changes in the River
Murray system over the past two decades
needed to be considered when examining
the operation of water trade.

Barmah Choke
a factor
“The capacity of the Barmah Choke has
reduced by 20 per cent since the mid-1980s,”
Mr Banks said.
He said in the 1980s regulated releases of
water from the Yarrawonga Weir below the
Barmah Choke was 11,500 megalitres a day
and by 2019, it had reached 9,200 megalitres
a day.
He said this was a significant constraint on
River Murray operations.

IVT reliance
Mr Banks said irrigators below the Barmah
Choke in the past decade relied more on IVT
from the Goulburn and Murrumbidgee.
The Victorian Government announced its
review of the IVT rule for the Goulburn River
in 2019, following two consecutive years
of sustained high flows over summer and
autumn, which it said had caused damage
to the river’s banks and ecology.
The review has indicated the current rules
are not protecting the environment of the
lower Goulburn River or providing a level
playfield for all water users to trade water.
Mr Banks told the webinar long term
operating rules and trade rules were needed
to support a sustainable working Goulburn
River.
“To operate the river within ecological
tolerances, but to maximise trade
opportunity without increasing delivery
risks,” he said.

Proposed flow
management
changes

According to the RIS, pulses offer greater
operational flexibility for moving water in a
more natural, variable pattern.
However, privately owned pumps in the
Lower Goulburn would need to be moved
for pulses of 6,000 ML to occur.
Removing the pumps will increase total
trade opportunity above 130 GL to about
205 gigalitres a year.
Mr Banks also told the webinar, DELWP was
also investigating introducing a two-part
allocation trade rule from the Goulburn to
the Lower Murray, consisting of a rolling
winter/spring limit of 190 gigalitres and
a fixed limit over summer/autumn that is
announced each December.
This would also allow an IVT account to be
drawn down each year and open with 50
gigalitres on July 1.
It is proposed tagged water use would
be restricted in line with this rule and
‘grandfathered’ tagged entitlements would
retain a transitional exemption.

Feedback sought

DELWP has also recommended the use of
lower and more variable base flows from
the Goulburn to the Murray over summer
and autumn based on advice from an
independent scientific panel.

The Victorian Government is expected to
announce its decision about changes to
the IVT arrangements for the Goulburn and
Murray in June and begin implementing
changes in July.

It proposes an average monthly flow of
1,100 ML per day over summer and autumn
and three additional short pulses of water
delivery at higher flow rates (with prescribed
rates of rise and fall for the changing water
level).

Community feedback on the RIS should be
submitted by April 30.
More information can be found at engage.
vic.gov.au/goulburn-murray-trade-rulereview.

It suggests these pulses will rise to 3,000 ML
per day, but could go up to 6,000 ML per day
and remain within ecological thresholds.

Here is a link to the webinar held in March.
https://bit.ly/AgVicWMR4

Reduction in
Darling inflows
Mr Banks also highlighted there had been a
reduction in inflows from the Darling River
in recent years and less access to water
through the Menindee Lakes, in NSW.
He said in the 1980s, when conditions
were wetter, 44 per cent of the time, some
of South Australia’s entitlement flow was
supplied from the Darling.
But Mr Banks said between 2019 and 2009,
this only happened two years out of ten.
Environmental flows to South Australia
also increased and there has also been
an increase in the number of irrigation
developments below the Barmah Choke.
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The volume of trade from the Goulburn to Lower Murray reached as high as 250GL in 2017/18.
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Inter-valley trade rule changes a risk
MVW Executive Officer Paul Derrico has
serious concerns about the proposed
changes to the Goulburn to Murray intervalley trade, which is expected to be
implemented in July.
The Victorian Government only released its
Regulatory Impact Statement (RIS) outlining
the proposed water trade changes on March
22. Mr Derrico said if the changes were
implemented there would be less water
available to wine grape growers during a
critical time in the growing season.
“It seems these new rules are looking at
delivering water in the spring period, when
the demand for water is not as significant as
it is during the summer months,” Mr Derrico
said.
DELWP has recommended lower and more
variable base flows from the Goulburn to
the Murray over summer and autumn.
The RIS has proposed an average monthly
flow of 1,100 ML per day over summer and
autumn and three additional short pulses
of water delivery at higher flow rates (with
prescribed rates of rise and fall for the
changing water level).

“We definitely need to look after our river
systems, but we also need to protect the
livelihoods of our growers,” he said.
Mr Derrico said the changes to intervalley
trade would reduce the availability of water
to growers, by up to one third and push up
the cost of water.
“When water becomes scarce, the prices
increase significantly putting pressure on
growers that can least afford it,” he said.
At present, average base flows into the
Murray from the Goulburn over summer
and autumn is 2,700 ML a day.

“What happens if they are unable to boost
these pulses to 6,000 ML a day?”
“If the changes are implemented it will be
too late,’ he said.
Mr Derrico is also concerned about the
Victorian Government’s lack of consultation
on the RIS.
“The new rules are proposed to be
implemented on July 1, the decision will
be made in June, and the RIS has only just
been released, when growers are busy with
harvest,” he said.

The RIS has recommended three pulses
of up to 3,000 ML a day over summer and
autumn with extended periods of 1,100 ML
per day variable flows between each pulse.
It suggests these pulses could go up to 6,000
ML per day and remain within ecological
thresholds if privately owned pumps in the
Lower Goulburn are moved.
But Mr Derrico said this proposal needs
more investigation and the changes
shouldn’t occur until there is more evidence
to suggest it will work.

According
to
DELWP,
significant
environmental damage will occur to the
banks of the Goulburn River if the changes
don’t go ahead.

“It is my understanding this will take a
number of years, as DELWP has only just
been given Federal Government money to
investigate the removal of the pumps,” he
said.

But Mr Derrico said the needs of irrigators
including wine grape growers should not be
overlooked.

“It will be a minimum of three years before
this is properly implemented and is subject
to investigations.”

Paul Derrico - MVW Executive Officer

Step 1. Visit www.lmw.vic.gov.au and click on Manage your water/Water ordering.
Step 2. An information box will appear, click continue.
Step 3. To log in you will need your outlet number and PIN code. You can ﬁnd
this information on the back of your bill.
Step 4. If you need to update your contact details to receive SMS or email
notiﬁcations, click on the update info button on the main page.
Step 5. Your Allocation Account (ABA) must always have a positive
balance. Click on assessment at the top of the page to check your ABA.
Your ABA summary shows your current balance. You should allow for any
usage since your last meter reading. To calculate this usage, go to the bottom
of the page and enter your current meter reading.

For more information visit www.lmw.vic.gov.au/manageaba

www.lmw.vic.gov.au | 03 5051 3400 | contactus@lmw.vic.gov.au
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Fewer Sprays Control Powdery Mildew
Paul McClure1, Peter Magarey2, Kevin
Sharman1 and Bob Emmett3
SuniTAFE, Mildura, Vic; 2 Magarey Plant
Pathology, Loxton, SA, and 3 RW Emmett
Pty Ltd, Mildura, Vic.
1

Summary
A recent assessment of strategies to
control powdery mildew confirmed
previous research. Three well-timed,
early-season spray applications with
good coverage controlled powdery
as effectively as ten sprays but at
one-third the cost.

Background
Earlier research
In the 1990s, research by a team including
Peter Magarey, in South Australia and Dr
Bob Emmett in Victoria, focussed on ways
to control powdery mildew in Australian
vineyards. Earlier research had investigated
the epidemiology of downy mildew – that
is, the conditions that favour the disease
and which do not. Good progress was
made so, later investigations focussed on
the epidemiology of powdery mildew.
Some surprising results awaited.
Downy mildew required specific conditions
of temperature, relative humidity, leaf
wetness and rainfall in a two-step process
known as primary infection (it needed
a source of active spores to begin the
disease) and secondary infection (the
spores multiplied and spread the disease).
A key factor for downy was the duration of
wetness in the soil and on the leaves.
In contrast, the powdery mildew fungus
does not normally need any wetness but, like
downy, it develops in a two-step process. To
begin, it needs a source of spores. To spread,
the spores need to multiply.

So, from where do the
infected buds come?
The investigations showed that in each
vineyard, most of the initial load of spores
(the inoculum reservoir) came from within
that vineyard and not from the neighbour’s.
The disease only increased slowly (usually
unseen) during the first 40 days from
budburst. In a vineyard of say Chardonnay,
the buds usually burst around September
1st. The research showed that powdery
spread only a few metres during the first 40
days ...in patches around each flag shoot.
This meant that the disease in my vineyard
comes mostly from within my vineyard!

What controls its spread?
Another particularly important observation
was that, in Australia, after powdery mildew
infection began, the disease progressed at
a steady rate building an ever-increasing
amount of infection and also, an increasing
number of spores. More and more spores
produced each day in season-long progress
of disease BUT generally unhindered by
daily differences in temperature and other
weather factors. This meant that if powdery
gets started in my vineyard from bud-burst, it
will spread unhindered by the weather unless
I apply an effective fungicide control.

When does it spread?
The research further found that powdery
only began to spread significantly across
the vineyard between 40 and 80 days after
budburst. That is, in an unsprayed vineyard,
it only began to spread significantly from
vine to vine quite late in the season only
then building up enough spores to invade
a nearby vineyard 200-300 metres distant.
So, in unsprayed Chardonnay, the spread of
powdery was limited in severity until mid- to
late-November.

Some other findings.
•

How does powdery start?

•

Most powdery mildew spores come from
buds infected last season. These buds
produce shoots that are diseased. They
are called flag shoots. As these shoots
grow, the powdery spores multiply and the
disease begins to spread.
Powdery mildew also may begin from
short-lived spores that carry over winter in
a fruit-body called chasmothecia (formerly
cleistothecia) but these usually play only
a minor role in beginning the disease in
Australian vineyards. [we may discuss this
in a later article.]

•
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•

•
•

The spores that infect the fruit have
grown from infection of the foliage.
Infection from the foliage (mostly)
came from infected buds.
Most infected buds were diseased in
the previous season.
Powdery mildew grows on the surface
of the grapevine leaves and bunches
and is therefore within easy reach of
fungicides.
Australia has a good array of
fungicides that control powdery well.
These include wettable sulphur.
Previous surveys of vineyard spraying
had shown that:
•
often, 10-14 sprays are applied in
attempts to control powdery and

•

yet the control was not always
achieved; and that interestingly,
some vineyards were only
sprayed four times and achieved
excellent control.

Action in 2020/21
Aim

To demonstrate that the number of sprays
applied for powdery can be reduced to an
effective well-timed few.

What did we do?
A block of Chardonnay at Sunraysia TAFE
was sub-divided into three sections each of
10 rows where each section was allocated a
separate spray strategy:

Section 1: Standard spray
strategy:
10 sprays were applied to run-off with
wettable sulphur (Thiovit®) or a DMI
fungicide at more or less regular intervals
from just after budburst until midDecember.

Section 2: Strategic spray
strategy:
3 sprays of wettable sulphur at full-rate
(600g/100L Thiovit®), at Weeks 2, 4 and
6 after budburst (50% buds have burst)
with the same sprayer and set-up rate as in
Section 1.

Section 3: Unsprayed
‘control’ block:
This block was left unsprayed for as long
possible while monitoring for powdery
mildew. Following detection of disease
on 19th November, two sprays of wettable
sulphur were applied 13-days apart from
2nd December 2020.

Peter Magery
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Fewer Sprays Control Powdery Mildew continued
What did we find?
The disease was well controlled in all three sections each of which yielded fruit of good quality for the winery.
Section

Spray strategy

# sprays

Costs of spraying3

Fruit quality

Relative costs/ha

1

Standard schedule

10

$3,407/ha

Excellent

100%

2

2, 4, & 6 weeks from budburst1

3

$1,026/ha

Excellent

30%

3

As needed

2

$684/ha

Excellent

20%

2

Note Section 2.
Spraying at 2, 4 & 6

Note Spraying costs

applies three evenly spaced fungicides
in the first 40 days from budburst. This
controls powdery’s initial source of
inoculum from flag shoots and prevents
spores developing on the foliage. This cuts
the supply of spores that infect the fruit.

What did we learn?

Note Section 3.
Spraying when needed

applied fungicide only when monitoring
for disease had located infection in this
patch. Two sprays 10 days apart then
prevented further development of
powdery.

include chemical, labour and machinery.

•
•

•

In the Murray Valley, powdery mildew is
the main reason for spraying vineyards.
Three sprays per season, at 2, 4 and 6
weeks from budburst, give control as
effective as 10 sprays but at about onethird the cost.
The door is open for better control of
powdery mildew across the region with
fewer sprays and ecologically cleaner
vineyards.
Figure 1. Infection from powdery mildew
like this need be seen no longer.

Biosecurity strategy for viticulture industry
Australian Grape & Wine has appointed 30
Biosecurity Industry Liaison officers across
Australia, after calling for nominations for
suitably skilled individuals in October, last
year.
Among them is Murray Valley Winegrowers
Executive Officer, Paul Derrico.
Australian Grape & Wine’s Manager for
Industry Policy, Anna Hooper said these
nominated representatives may be called
upon by State jurisdictions to assist with an
emergency response, if a serious plant pest
or disease incursion occurs.
“Throughout the last 12 months, the wine
sector has made significant advancement in
biosecurity emergency preparedness with
the recent development of a Biosecurity
Emergency Response Plan,” Ms Hooper said.
Australian Grape & Wine’s biosecurity
strategy for the sector sets as one of its
objectives, that “through leadership,
extension, and capacity building, grape and
wine producers value biosecurity and adopt
practices that reduce risk and minimise likely
impact of an incursion.”
Ms Hooper said increasing tourism
and trade, agricultural intensification,
urbanisation, and climate change are all

contributing to increasing biosecurity risk
for vineyards.

property is pest and disease risk free,
especially plant material.

“As the changing biosecurity landscape
creates more risk pathways, so too does the
likelihood that industry will face a serious
pest incursion,” she said.

Early detection, reporting and response
to new pests and diseases is also critical
to achieving eradication and minimising
impacts and ensuring support is available to
affected growers.

“The threat of an exotic or declared endemic
outbreak in vineyards is not only significant,
but likely to be complex to manage and it is
therefore vitally important that we are well
prepared for a biosecurity event.”

Growers must report all suspect exotic plant
pests and diseases to the emergency plant
pest hotline on 1800 084 881.

By having a list of trained Industry Liaison
Officers, Australian Grape and Wine can
quickly identify the right people to contact
in the case of a biosecurity emergency in the
relevant region or state.
“The capacity to do so makes the sector
better positioned to have an industry voice
and to manage the impacts in the best
interests of our grape and wine producers,”
Ms Hooper said.
Grape and wine producers can reduce their
exposure to this risk by adopting practices
that minimise the likely impact of an
incursion on their own properties.
These include appropriate farmgate
hygiene, managing visitor access risk
and ensuring whatever comes onto their

Anna Hooper, Manager for Industry Policy
– Australian Grape & Wine Inc.
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IDC News

IDC Appointments
Following the successful poll to remake
the Murray Valley Wine Grape Industry
Development Order for another 4-year
term, the Victorian Agriculture Minister,
The Hon. Mary-Anne Thomas MP, has
recently confirmed the appointment of the
new Industry Development Committee
(IDC).
The new IDC was endorsed following
nominations
from
Murray
Valley
Winegrowers of a panel of potential
candidates.
The new IDC consists of the following
members;
Grower Representatives:
•

Brent Farnsworth

•

Justin Kassulke

•

Selina Wilson

•

Hardeep Singh

•

Tony Mathews

Non-grower Representatives:
•

Jan O’Connor

•

Anne Mansell

MVW thanks outgoing members Rachael
McClintock and Graeme Thornton for their
commitment and contribution to the IDC
over the years. Few growers and industry
people volunteer their time to advance
the work of industry committees and the
IDC members are to be applauded for
their contribution.

Annual General
Meeting (AGM)
The IDC held its Annual General Meeting
on 8th December 2020.
The
AGM
considered
the
usual
administrative requirements, Chair Jan
O’Connor’s Report, the IDC Annual Report
and MVW Executive Officer, Paul Derrico
presented a summary of proposed MVW/
IDC projects for 2021/22.
The meeting was advised that GROWERS
had approved projects proposed by
MVW for 2021-22; voting was overseen
by the Murray Valley Wine Grape Industry
Development Committee and the results
announced revealed an average support
rate of 99 percent.

Project:

Jan O'Connor

The projects are largely the same as those
being delivered by MVW through 2020-21,
with the exception that costs associated
with the Poll in 2020 are not recurring in
2021-22 and there has been a significant
reduction in the weather station costs
following the installation of new units in
2020.
The table below illustrates the difference
between the current year projects and
those approved for 2021-22:

2020-21
$

2021-22
$

% Difference

Grower Communications

70,565

73,865

5

Information Collection & Database management

44,550

48,378

9

Winegrape Crush Report & Price Indications

9,647

9,702

1

Production Support (incl. Biosecurity management, grapes for sale register; spray
diaries & the IDC Poll)

19,817

16,685

(16)

Project preparations, development & delivery

8,624

8,624

-

Support regional wine shows

5,434

5,654

4

Weather Station Network

48,202

22,748

(53)

Winegrape industry development (incl. Inland Wine Regions Alliance)

77,990

69,190

(11)

284,829

254,846

(11)

TOTAL
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MVW AGM & Board Appointments
MVW held its Annual General Meeting on
17th December 2020 at the Mildura RSL.
The AGM would normally be held a little
earlier in the year, however those plans
were scuttled by the ongoing restrictions
on public meetings due to COVID 19.
Fortunately, there was a solid turnout
of members to review the 2020 Annual
Report, including the reports of the
Chairman, Chris Dent and Executive Officer,
Paul Derrico, together with presentation of
MVW’s annual accounts for the year ended
30 June 2020.
MVW reported a surplus of approximately
$96,000 for the year, similar to the
profit recorded in 2019. Both years
financial performance were enhanced
by one-off occurrences, with the 2020
result supplemented by the Federal
Government’s hand-out in the form of the
ATO Cash Flow Boost, to counter the effects
of the pandemic on business operations.
The meeting noted that long serving
employee, Helen Hynes, had retired during
the course of the year; Helen’s service to
MVW has been exemplary over nearly two
decades with MVW and her contribution to
the organisation was duly noted.

Newly appointed Finance & Administration
Officer,
Antoinette
McAliney,
was
introduced and warmly welcomed.
A ballot was not required for the election
of committee members, as the number
of nominations did not exceed vacancies.
All members of the outgoing MVW board
nominated to re-join the committee,
including Dean Taylor who was seconded
onto the committee during the year to fill
a casual vacancy created by the resignation
of former Chair, Peter Crisp. Winegrape
grower Frank Tassone also nominated for
his first stint with MVW.
The MVW Committee of Management
for 2020-21 comprises:
•

Chris Dent (Chair)

•

Steven Frasca (Deputy Chair)

•

Simon Karatsas

•

Lindsay McClelland

•

Jan O’Connor

•

Phillip Englefield

•

Dean Taylor

•

Frank Tassone

It is very pleasing to see a full complement
of members prepared to get actively
involved in discussions and decisions
concerning MVW’s role in the winegrape
sector. Your Committee of Management
has a diverse range of skills and experience
and is well placed to represent winegrape
growers in the Murray Darling and
Swan Hill regions to tackle the ongoing
challenges that growers are confronted
with.
At the conclusion of formalities, Jim Caddy
– Chair of the Inland Wine Regions Alliance,
gave a presentation on the outlook for
the 2021 vintage, particularly the impact
of the China tariffs and the pandemic on
Australian wine exports and the global
market circumstances which will influence
supply and demand and ultimately grapes
prices.
Following the AGM, the Committee,
staff and members enjoyed a casual
opportunity to catch up with colleagues
over a quiet drink and finger food.

Swan Hill
Grape Growers
Association – AGM
The Swan Hill Region Grape Growers
Association Inc. held its Annual General
Meeting on 28th January 2021 at the Swan
Hill Club.
Chris Dent presented his 6th President’s
Report, whilst guest speaker MVW EO, Paul
Derrico, provided an industry update on
various issues affecting the wine industry
and an outlook for the 2021 vintage.
Chris Dent was re-elected as President;
Colin Free as Vice-President and longtime Secretary/Treasurer, Marg Lucardie
was reappointed too. Other committee
members elected for 2021 were John Ward
and Rex Oswin.
The small but enthusiastic group discussed
several topics affecting the wine industry
and acknowledged the accomplishment of
having a Swan Hill based grower appointed
as Chair of Murray Valley Winegrowers for
the first time in the organisation’s history.

Chris Dent, MVW Chair
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IF YOU SPOT ME,
REPORT ME!
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We don’t have these pests and diseases in
Australian vineyards. Let’s keep it that way.

We have some
strains or
species of these
pests in
Australia. Let’s
keep them
contained within
current zones.

For more information on these
pests and diseases or if you
find anything unusual, contact
Vinehealth Australia on
(08) 8273 0550 or the Exotic Plant
Pest Hotline 0n 1800 084 881.

VINEHEALTH
AUSTRALIA

www.vinehealth.com.au

OTLINE

EXOTIC PLANT PEST H

1800 084 881

© Vinehealth Australia 2017 Version 1.2
Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to ensure this poster is as
accurate as possible, Vinehealth Australia makes no claims, promises
or guarantees about the accuracy or completeness of this poster, and
expressly disclaims liability for errors and omissions in its content.
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Download a suite of free supporting documents that will assist with your monitoring and identification at http://www.vinehealth.com.au/biosecurity-in-practice/posters/
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The most signiﬁcant growth came in exports to Europe, up 22 per cent to $704 million; the highest value in a
decade. There was also growth to North America, up 4 per cent to $628 million, and Oceania, up 11 per cent
to $115 million. The growth to these destinations was oﬀset by a decline to Northeast Asia, down 10 per cent
to $1.2 billion, as well as to Southeast Asia, down 14 per cent to $172 million, and the Middle East, down 58
per cent to $14 million.
Figure 3: Change in value of exports by region

Mainland China
The Chinese Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM) announced a decision to impose temporary deposit tariﬀs
from 28 November 2020 of between 107.1 per cent and 212.1 per cent on Australian wine in containers of up to
2 litres ahead of ﬁnalising the ongoing anti-dumping investigation. MOFCOM announced a decision to
impose interim countervailing duty deposits from 11 December 2020 of between 6.3 per cent and 6.4 per
cent on Australian wine ahead of ﬁnalising the countervailing duties investigation.
Exports to mainland China were down, unsurprisingly, following the imposition of interim tariﬀs in
November. Value declined 14 per cent to $1.01 billion and volume by 29 per cent to 96 million litres (10.7
million 9-litre case equivalents). Average value increased by 21 per cent to $10.52 per litre FOB.
Figure 4 illustrates the impact of the tariﬀ imposition on the value of exports to mainland China in November
and particularly December. Exports fell from $135 million in November 2019 to $58 million in November 2020. 15
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Figure 4: Value of exports to mainland China by month (A$ million FOB)

The decline was even more dramatic in December. In December 2020, exports fell to $4 million compared to
$173 million in December 2019. The number of exporters fell from 832 to 48. Bottled exports fell from $166
million to $3 million and unpackaged exports from $7 million to $300,000. For bottled exports, all price
points declined but the biggest fall in absolute value terms came at $10 or more per litre, down from $117
million to $2.4 million.
Exports to mainland China will be constrained while the tariﬀs remain in place and any exports are likely to
be higher-priced products that are less price sensitive and are better able to absorb the price increases. In
addition, some product may be sent in bulk and be bottled in-market. Also, some exporters may divert
products into Hong Kong, where there is a zero tariﬀ. In December 2020, the number of exporters to Hong
Kong increased to 109 compared to 72 in December 2019, and the value for the month increased from $9
million in 2019 to $40 million in 2020.

United Kingdom
The UK continued the strong growth that commenced at the advent of the pandemic due to increased
demand and then grew further in the months leading up to Brexit. Exports in the 12 months ended December
2020 to the UK increased by 29 per cent in value to $456 million and 19 per cent in volume to 266 million
litres (29.6 million 9-litre case equivalents), extending its lead as the biggest destination for Australian wine
16
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exports by volume and overtaking the United States of America (USA) as the second most valuable
destination.
Figure 5 shows that exports to the UK have been on the rise since April, in response to growing demand for
wine in the UK market following the pandemic as well as some sending wine into the market ahead of Brexit.
IRI reports that in the 12 months December 2020, Australian sales in the UK oﬀ-trade market increased by 13
per cent in value and 9 per cent in volume. Australia has been the number one country of origin in the UK
oﬀ-trade market for twenty years. For Australian wine, the growth was across most price points, but was
strongest between £9 and £20 per bottle.
Figure 5: Value of exports to United Kingdom by month (A$ million FOB)

United States of America
After declining for the three previous calendar years, the value of exports to the USA increased, despite the
widespread eﬀects of the pandemic and the political turmoil that engulfed the country during the year.
The value of exports increased by 4 per cent to $434 million, despite volume falling by 1 per cent to 136
million litres (15.1 million 9-litre case equivalents). The average value increased by 5 per cent to $3.21 per
litre, the highest level since 2009.
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Workplace manslaughter:
Some steps to reduce risk
of death from vehicles on farms

APRIL 2021

Farm owners, managers and directors must ensure a safe and healthy workplace – if someone
dies on your farm, you could be prosecuted under the new law.

This new law doesn’t create additional responsibilities; it just introduces tougher penalties. If you’re
already complying with your work health and safety duties, and continue to, you’re doing the right thing.
If you’re not complying, and not thinking about workplace risk, the consequences can be much tougher.

Most deaths (about 75%) on farms involve vehicles. Common situations
involve tractors, trucks, quad bikes and other vehicles:

rolling over and crushing people, particularly if
a person has been thrown from the cabin

running over the driver while
they’re out of the vehicle

running over another person

and attachments, where people can become
(PTO)-driven machinery.

Vehicles aren’t
the only dangers
on farms

Whatever job you and your workers are doing on the farm, always
stop that happening, discuss with your workers and take action
to make sure you’re providing a safe workplace.
19
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