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Harvest hoopla
THE TREND over the past three seasons
for winegrape prices to rise is expected
to continue in 2019. While keen to keep
a lid on talk of runaway prices, wineries
are busy trying to secure supplies, either
directly or through agents. This obviously
is a welcome development, and very
different from the prevailing mood of just
a few seasons ago. Now, both contracted
and uncontracted growers are in a
position to insist on some straight-talking.
Now’s the time to get some straight
answers on prices, payment terms and
grading systems. You need more than
references to “market price”. How is market
price determined? Under competition law,
grape buyers must steer clear of discussing
grape prices among themselves, so how
do they settle on a market price?

Wineries that are signed-up to the
Australian Wine Industry Code of Conduct
will be releasing so-called indicative prices
in mid-December. As in past seasons,
they’re likely to cause disappointment.
If so, growers must provide feedback to
the wineries that indicative prices are
unacceptable. If wineries don’t get this, it’s
a sure thing that “final” prices will be in line
with the indicative.

NOVEMBER 1 is the date of the Annual General
Meeting of Murray Valley Winegrowers. The
venue is The Black Stump, inside Mildura
Settlers, 110 Eighth Street. The time is 3pm.
The AGM is expected to take about an
hour, then you can join your colleagues for
some socialising over drinks and nibbles.

Of course, if final prices are unacceptable,
growers have the option of invoking price
dispute resolution provisions in their
supply agreements. The option should be
exercised, as more growers in recent years
have done.

All winegrape growers in the Murray-Darling
and Swan Hill regions would have received
a letter in early October, advising of the
AGM date and venue. This letter also invited
growers to nominate for a position on the
MVW Committee of Management.

Continued on P3

Nominate now

AGM catch-up

As this AGM will be the first under a new
Constitution, all sitting members are required
to nominate to serve on the committee. This
is also an opportunity for others to nominate.
Three meetings are held each year. Members
receive a sitting fee of $200 per meeting and
are reimbursed for travelling costs.
If you are interested in becoming a committee
member and participating in discussion
and decisions concerning MVWs role in the
winegrape sector, please contact the office on
5021 3911 or mvw@mvwi.com.au to obtain
a nomination form. MVW would appreciate
receiving nominations before November 1.
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Paying a high price
WITH the cost of temporary water
hovering around $400/ML, irrigators
may not be as upbeat as ABARES when
it comes to considering the impacts
of water reform. The government’s
agriculture research agency believes
irrigators in the southern Murray-Darling
Basin are “well positioned” to manage
future variability. Reporting in August
on the findings of a research study that
looked into the major changes in water
supply and demand since the last major
drought, ABARES Executive Director Dr
Steve Hatfield-Dodds said that “in broad
terms”, water market reforms were paying
off.
“Since 2007 around 2000 GL of water
entitlement has been recovered for the
environment in the southern basin,”
Hatfield-Dodds said. “At the same time,
there have been large changes in the
irrigation sector, including expansions
in almonds in the Victorian Murray and
cotton in southern NSW. Despite this,
ABARES modelling suggests that under a
repeat of the Millennium drought, basin

water market prices would be no higher
than the peaks observed in the 2006-07
to 2008-09 drought.

Demand offset

some changes to trading rules may be
warranted given the effect that trade
limits are starting to have on the market,”
he said.

While water demand has expanded in
some sectors, Dr Hatfield-Dodds says this
has been offset by reductions in demand
in other sectors, particularly grazing,
dairy and rice.
“Secondly, since the Millennium drought
there have been significant changes in
carryover rules. As a result, much larger
volumes of water are now being stored
in dams between years, leaving irrigators
better placed to withstand future climate
variability.”
Dr Hatfield-Dodds said that while water
trading and carryover reforms had been
successful overall to date, water markets
were “not perfect” and there may remain
scope for further reform.
“While some limits on trade will be
necessary due to physical constraints,

ABARES Executive Director Dr Steve
Hatfield-Dodds

SMGT currently has opportuni�es for up to 40 young people to par�cipate in a two-year, full �me employment
project at a number of farms in our region to develop the next genera�on of hor�culture leaders.
Cadets will undertake a Cer�ﬁcate III in Produc�on Hor�culture (AHC30616),
learn on-the-job and a�end regular trade school blocks.
Owing to the loca�on and nature of the worksites, a driver’s licence is advantageous, but not compulsory.

For a full posi�on descrip�on or to apply visit www.smgt.com.au or call Helene Hederics on 0429817844.
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ACCC attention
MORE growers in the Murray-Darling and
Swan Hill regions participated in a recent online survey run by the Australian Competition
and Consumer Commission than any other
region in Australia. The ACCC conducted
the survey as part of an investigation
into commercial relationships between
growers and wineries. It was designed to
obtain information regarding contract
negotiations, transparency of contractual
arrangements, the determination of grape
prices, and awareness of the Australian Wine
Industry Code of Conduct.
MVW emailed a link to the online survey to
all growers on its database, saying it was a
“golden opportunity” for growers to alert
the ACCC to business practices that have
caused concern.
ACCC Deputy Chair Mick Keogh says the
ACCC is “keen to learn more” about a
range of issues in the wine industry such
as contracting practices, competition,
bargaining power and risk allocation, the
code of conduct and the use of collective
bargaining.

Biggest response
from inland regions
The on-line survey attracted more than
260 responses from wine regions across
Australia. Almost 40 per cent of those came
from Murray-Darling/Swan Hill (58), Riverina
NSW (31) and Riverland SA (12).
Survey respondents had the opportunity to
answer specific questions on a number of
issues, and to indicate their level of support
for statements relating to issues. A report
of the survey results was published by the
ACCC on September 26. This is available at
www.mvwi.com.au or contact the office for
a hard copy. Results for the Murray-Darling/
Swan Hill regions included:
• About 65 per cent of respondents
had all or some fruit under exclusive
contract. About 50 per cent indicated
dissatisfaction with their exclusive supply
arrangement.

• Just 30 per cent agreed or strongly agreed
that there was competition between
grape buyers.
• Sixty per cent consider several options
before deciding on a spot or term
agreement for the purchase of their
grapes.
• More than 50 per cent think they would
experience adverse treatment if selling to
different buyers from year to year.
• Just over 30 per cent regard their contract
as being clear on how price is determined.
Almost 60 per indicated there wasn’t
a clear formula or mechanism. The
remainder were not sure.
• Almost 80 per cent indicated that grape
pricing information was provided too late
to make decisions on production inputs
and strategies, and 50 per cent thought
that pricing information from buyers was
unreliable.
• Almost 50 per cent regard buyers’ quality
assessments as transparent. Just under
40 per cent regarded assessments as
objective. Forty per cent agreed there
was an effective process in place for them
to dispute quality assessments.
• Almost 80 per cent were familiar with
the Australian Wine Industry Code of
Conduct, but less than 40 per cent
regarded the code as helpful in providing
price certainty. However, more than 60
per cent agreed that it was helpful in
resolving disputes between growers and
grape purchasers.
• About half of respondents thought that
engaging in a dispute resolution process
would be harmful in future dealings with
grape buyers.

List with MVW
By now, all growers should have received
information from MVW, inviting them
to list uncontracted fruit with the MVW
Wine Grapes for Sale Register. Knowing
that MVW maintains a register of available
fruit, wineries use it to help locate
additional supplies. When this happens,
listed growers are immediately informed
of the winery’s interest.
The register also keeps MVW up-to-date
with the progress of harvest – the issues,
supply and demand and price movements.
Without breaching any confidentiality
provisions, this information is shared with
growers.

Murray Valley
Winegrape Industry
Development Committee
www.mvwi.com.au

Murray Valley
Winegrowers
MVW News & Views
OCTOBER 2018
Published by: Murray Valley Winegrowers Inc
Editor: Mike Stone
Email: mike@mvwi.com.au

Representing winegrape growers in the
Murray Valley region within the Shires of
Wentworth and Balranald, and Rural Cities
of Mildura and Swan Hill.

• More than 60 per cent agreed or strongly
agreed that supply contracts were
offered on a take-it-or-leave-it basis, with
no opportunity to negotiate.
• About 20 per cent regarded their contract
as providing a fair balance between the
rights and obligations of each party.

Harvest hoopla
cont. from page 1

Murray Valley Winegrowers Inc
54 Lemon Avenue, Mildura 3500
PO Box 2745, Mildura, Victoria 3502
Phone: (03) 5021 3911
www.mvwi.com.au
ACCC Deputy Chair Mick Keogh
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Collective ACCC action
THE ACCC has sought feedback on issues
surrounding
collective
bargaining.
Currently, collective bargaining requires
authorisation from the ACCC, which can
be a time-consuming, cumbersome and
expensive process. However, the ACCC
is contemplating introducing a system
of “class exemption” for small businesses
to engage in collective bargaining.
Certain classes of business would be
exempt from the requirement to obtain
authorisation or to provide notification
of an intention to set up a collective
bargaining arrangement. Exemption
would allow small businesses to bargain
collectively without risk of breaching
competition law. With class exemption,
businesses would self-assess whether
their proposed conduct came within the
scope of the exemption.

Feedback wanted
In his role as a member of the ACCC
Agricultural Consultative Committee,
MVW Executive Officer Mike Stone was
involved in a discussion on this issue
and took the opportunity to ask whether
a group of growers, under contract to
a particular winery, would qualify to
receive class exemption for collective

bargaining. While a definitive answer
could not be given, he said the reply from
the ACCC led him to believe that such an
arrangement might be possible.
More industry and public consultation
will occur before certain issues are
resolved, and recently MVW was invited
by the ACCC to provide feedback on a
discussion paper that raised such issues
as:
• Defining which small businesses may
qualify for class exemption, e.g. type,
size, value
• The size of collective bargaining
groups
• The possible role
representative bodies

of

industry

• The prospect of “target” businesses
declining to participate in the
bargaining process.

Pathway proposed
In an attempt to redress market
imbalance, MVW has suggested that
class exemption apply to the growers

who supply grapes to the same entity.
For example, the growers contracted
to Winery X could form a collective to
negotiate more effectively as a group.
Other growers supplying other wineries
would have the opportunity to establish
their own collective arrangements under
class exemption rules. However, the
glaring weakness in the scenario is that
Winery X could decline to engage with
the collective; the winery cannot be
compelled to negotiate with a collective.
In the spot market, some parties may
prefer to use the services of MVW or
other industry-related body to conduct
negotiations and consideration should
be given to formalising a class exemption
for such arrangements.
The ACCC has followed-up the discussion
paper with an issues paper titled Wine
Grapes – A market study by the ACCC.
The 14-page paper is available at www.
mvwi.com.au or contact the MVW for a
hard copy. Submissions are invited, with
a deadline of November 2. However,
the ACCC will be hosting a forum in our
region at which growers will be able to
discuss issues of concern in a confidential
setting.

Reds the pick of the bunch
Summary 2018 Murray Valley (Murray-Darling/Swan Hill wine regions)
Wine Grape Crush Survey report, significant varieties

2017

2018

APP

APP

% change

2017

2018

Production Production

$/tonne

$/tonne

(tonnes)

(tonnes)

Cabernet
Sauvignon

403

483

+ 20

42,493

41,001

Chardonnay

310

333

+7

81,487

96,511

Colombard

238

257

+8

16,820

12,638

Gordo

229

240

+5

19,613

15,253

Merlot

365

452

+ 24

30,462

24,593

Pinot Gris

505

507

+ 0.4

27,347

27,551

Prosecco

480

482

+ 0.4

2,924

2,763

Pinot Noir

393

401

+2

6,565

5,820

Sauvignon Blanc 398

406

+2

28,191

23,883

Semillon

253

267

+5

11,848

10,027

Shiraz

395

483

+ 22

65,953

63,899

All varieties

357

402

+ 13

359,614

345,459

Grower

254,160

242, 276

tonnes Winery

105,454

103, 183

359, 614

345,459

tonnes
Total value
grower tonnes

$91m

Total value inc. $130m
winery fruit

$97m

+7

$139m

+7

APP = Average Purchase Price
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WHILE widely publicised in early August
when MVW released the 2018 Wine Grape
Crush Survey Report for the Murray Darling
& Swan Hill wine regions, following is a
reminder:
• Compared with 2017, the average price
of Cabernet Sauvignon increased by
20 per cent to $483/tonne. Shiraz also
averaged $483, rising by 22 per cent in
12 months. Merlot came in 24 per cent
higher compared with 2017, averaging
$452/tonne.
• Over the past three seasons, the average
price paid for Cabernet Sauvignon and
Shiraz has climbed by more than 60
per cent, and Chardonnay has lifted
by almost 50 per cent. (We haven’t
forgotten, though, that for many
growers the improvement in prices is
giving them the means to recover from
years’ of losses).

• Of the top white varieties, the average
price of Chardonnay rose by 7 per
cent to $333/tonne, but Pinot Gris and
Sauvignon Blanc recorded only modest
increases to reach $507/tonne and
$406/tonne respectively.
• Across all varieties, the average price
was up 13 per cent to $402/tonne. This
year, growers were paid $97 million for
their 242,000 tonnes, up 7 per cent on
2017 income.
• The biggest producers this year in the
Murray-Darling & Swan Hill regions were
Chardonnay (96,511 tonnes), Shiraz
(63,899), Cabernet Sauvignon (41,001),
Pinot Gris (27,551), Merlot (24,593) and
Sauvignon Blanc (23,883).
• Production from both grower and
winery-owned vineyards came in at
345,459 tonnes, down more than 14,000
tonnes on last year’s result.
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National crush drops
WINE AUSTRALIA has crunched the
numbers to reveal a national winegrape
harvest this year of 1.79 million tonnes,
down 10 per cent on 2017. This was
slightly above the long-term (10-year)
average of 1.76 million tonnes, which,
according to WA, will enable the sector
to support continued strong growth
in export markets and solid domestic

demand. While above the 10-year
average, the crush was 10 per cent below
the record 2017 harvest of 1.99 million
tonnes. Lower yields were reported
across most regions, as a result of a dry
winter, lower cropping after a big crop
in 2017, and some seasonal events such
as hailstorms and heatwaves. Warm
regions were less affected than the cool/

temperate regions, being down by 5 per
cent overall, while the cool/temperate
regions were down 20 per cent. This led
to an increase in the warm regions’ share
of the crush from 69 per cent in 2017 to
72 per cent in 2018.
Australia’s most produced variety, Shiraz,
accounted for 429,000 tonnes nationally,
with Chardonnay second at 408,000
tonnes and Cabernet Sauvignon third
at 249,000 tonnes. These three varieties
combined made up 61 per cent of the
crush. The same top three accounted for
67 per cent of Australia’s wine exports
in 2017–18, with Shiraz growing by 13
per cent, Chardonnay by 2 per cent and
Cabernet Sauvignon by 17 per cent in
the last financial year. The crush for all of
the top 10 varieties, except Chardonnay
and Pinot Noir, decreased compared
with 2017. Chardonnay increased by 9
per cent after a 13 per cent decline in
2017.

National crush drops

Decade-high price
rise
WINE AUSTRALIA has crunched the numbers to reveal a national
winegrape harvest this year of 1.7

The lower yields and strong continuing
million tonnes, down 10 per cent on 2017. This was slightly above
the long-term (10-year) average
demand led to an increase in the overall
million tonnes, which, according to WA, will enable the sector to
support
continued
growth
calculated
average
price, up 8 strong
per cent to
$609 per tonne
– the highest
since 2008.
export markets and solid domestic demand. While above the 10-year
average,
the crush
was 10 pe
This followed a similar overall increase
below the record 2017 harvest of 1.99 million tonnes. Lower yields
were reported across most regi
in the 2017 vintage. The average price
a result of a dry winter, lower cropping after a big crop in 2017,forand
seasonal
such as
reds some
increased
overall by events
11 per cent,
whilethe
whites
increased by 5 per
cent,
hailstorms and heatwaves. Warm regions were less affected than
cool/temperate
regions,
bein
corresponding with a greater reduction
down by 5 per cent overall, while the cool/temperate regions were
20 per
This
led to a
in the down
red crush
(downcent.
15 per
cent
compared
with to
4 per
forcent
whites).
increase in the warm regions’ share of the crush from 69 per cent
in 2017
72cent
per
in 2018.
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China
The much talked about slow-down of the Chinese economy is expected to continue, with GDP gr
Global
factors
6.6
per centgrowth
anticipated
in 2018 – the slowest pace since 1990. However, Ms Winzenried said Ch
expected
remain
the most
of the
global
growth.
AUSTRALIAN toWINE
exporters
were important
consistently engine
outperformed
majority
of
cause disruptive reversals of capital into

given a rundown of global economic
its G7 peers. However, now the economy
emerging markets, as seen recently in
conditions at a forum in Adelaide in
is stagnating, with a 1.5 per cent growth
Argentina and Turkey.
United
States
August. Chief
Economist at the Export
rate expected for the next couple of years.
Finance and Insurance Corporation,
On the other hand, all economies within
Economic
expansion in the USA has
been very strong, with the current period of growth one of t
Cassandra Winzenried, reviewed the
the European Union expanded in 2017.
current risk
factors
affecting
global stimulus
trade
Growth
in Europe, however,
is expected
longest
on
record.
Fiscal
is expected
to improve
growth in the near-term, compounding
and finished off with good news for
to slow this year and next as monetary
This includes political challenges, such
effect
ofexporters.
buoyant asset prices, strong
confidence
low unemployment
Australian
stimulusconsumer
is slowly withdrawn
and global andasa those
in Europe, regarding rate.
fiscal Howe
trade growth eases.
governance and migration.

3. Geopolitical
tensions

‘sugar hit’ of fiscal stimulus is only temporary and there is already anecdotal evidence that busin
China
MsisWinzenried
listed three
main uncertainty
risks
optimism,
thanks
the stimulus,
being offset
by the
around
trade policies.
Bright
prospects
The much talked
aboutto
slow-down
of

confronting the world economy:
the Chinese economy is expected to
While there are risks associated with
continue, with GDP growth of 6.6 per
doing business in the global marketplace,
cent anticipated in 2018 – the slowest
Europe
there are factors assisting Australian wine
pace since 1990. However, Ms Winzenried
exporters. For example, the middle class
Before
the
the UK consistently outperformed
the majority
ofisits
G7 peers.
Ho
said China
wasBrexit
expectedreferendum,
to remain the
in China
is surging and
expected
to
The escalation of USA tariffs and tit-formost the
important
engine of is
global
growth.
add 350 million people over the period
now
economy
stagnating,
with
a 1.5
cent
tat
measures
thatper
restrict
tradegrowth
has spiked rate expected for the next couple of
2015 to 2022. This trend is expected to
the Global Economic Policy Uncertainty
the other hand, all economies within
the
European
Union
expanded
in 2017.
Growth
in and
Europe,
nearly triple
consumption
of goods
Index. Higher trade barriers restrict the
services, to US$14 trillion, between 2015
expansion
in the
has andglobal
chain and slowstimulus
the spread is slowly withdrawn and global trade
isEconomic
expected
to slow
thisUSAyear
nextsupply
as monetary
and 2030. Market access for Australian
been very strong, with the current
of innovative technologies, which has
wine exporters is also improving, with
eases.
period of growth one of the longest
negative effects on productivity. Higher
the final tariff cut as part of the China–
on record. Fiscal stimulus is expected
uncertainty also has negative effects on
Australia Free Trade Agreement set to
to improve growth in the near-term,
business and financial market confidence,
take place in January next year.
compounding
the effect
of buoyant
assetmainwhich
investment. the world economy:
Ms
Winzenried
listed
three
risksdents
confronting
prices, strong consumer confidence and
The Australian dollar has depreciated
a low unemployment rate. However,
against the greenback this year, down
‘sugar hit’ of fiscal stimulus is only
1.the
Restrictive
trade
policy
Low interest rates have encouraged an
almost 10 per cent since its January
temporary and there is already anecdotal
unprecedented debt binge, especially
peak. This decline will boost export
evidence
that business
thanks and tit-for-tat measures that restrict trade has spiked the Global Ec
The
escalation
ofoptimism,
USA tariffs
in emerging markets. The USA Federal
competitiveness in most overseas
to the stimulus, is being offset by the
Reserve
is
on
track
to
raise
interest
rates
markets
as it makes
products
Policy
Uncertainty
Index. Higher trade barriers restrict the global
supply
chainAustralian
and slow
the spre
uncertainty
around trade policies.
over the next couple of years, which
more affordable.
innovative technologies, which has
negative
on productivity.
Higher uncertainty also has
will dilute
growth effects
as government
funds
funnelled to paying back debts.
effects
on business and financialare
market
confidence, which dents investment.
Before the Brexit referendum, the UK
Tighter financial conditions could also

1. Restrictive trade
policy

United States

2. Financial volatility

Europe

6

OCTOBER 2018

Out and About
SEPTEMBER workshops in Piangil for the Swan Hill region
and in Cardross for Murray-Darling region growers were, in
effect, refresher courses for vineyard care in the lead-up to
harvest.
Held at Andrew Peace Wines on the 11th and at SuniTAFE
Farm the following day, the events attracted around 70
people. Presentations included an agrochemicals update,
powdery mildew management, fungicide resistance
management, spray application, and managing nitrogen
for optimal yield and quality.
Interaction between audience and presenters was both
informative and entertaining.
Mid-morning and lunchtime breaks encouraged plenty of
informal discussion, and a chance for growers to pick the
brains of the viticulture experts.
Gurwinder Singh and Mani Grewal

Ben Thomas, Jenny Treeby and John Poalucci

Connor Darby, Greg Collihole and Justin Freeman

Marcel Essling and Dale Wood

Des Allen and Robert Rigby
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Information Forum
THE JUNE edition of MVW News & Views
included five reports of presentations that
were given to the 100 people who attended
the joint MVW/AWRI Information Forum
in May. But we ran out of space, leaving
another four stories for this edition. Here
they are.

Mildew-resistant
varieties
THE CSIRO is working on developing
winegrape varieties that are resistant to
powdery mildew and downy mildew.
Speaking during the afternoon Viticulture
Seminar hosted by the AWRI, Wine Grapes
and Horticulture Group Leader Dr Ian Dry
said the disease resistant vines being bred
in Australia had the potential to produce a
highly sought after wine variety.

genes. The vines bred at the Nuriootpa site
have shown no sign of mildew infection
since they were planted in 2009. They’ve
never been sprayed with fungicides,
including in the 2010-11 season when the
level of fungal disease was extreme. The
vines have also produced consistently high
yields of fruit, with good acid and pH levels
at harvest.
The CSIRO has also established trial
vineyard sites with selected downy and
powdery mildew-resistant varieties at
Wagga Wagga, Orange and Irymple.

“We would love to think that one of these
new varieties that we have made is going
to be the next Shiraz or Cabernet,” he said.
Initially, though, wine produced from the
mildew-resistant vines could be used by
winemakers to blend with other varieties.
The CSIRO is using marker-assisted
selection, a type of DNA profiling, in its
breeding of mildew-resistant vines, and
can also use this technique to select plant
material capable of producing grapes with
rich colour and good flavour.
According to Wine Australia, the cost of
powdery mildew and downy mildew to the
Australian grape and wine industry in 2017
was of the order of $88 million and $73
million respectively.
Breeding program
The CSIRO team followed a conventional
breeding program to see if vines resistant
to downy and powdery mildews could be
bred, using plant material developed in
France.
“We took the mildew-resistant French
breeding line and crossed it with eight
premium reds and whites,” he said.
Dr Dry explained that in 2009, more than
8,000 seedlings were DNA profiled and
1,200 selected for field evaluation at the
SARDI Research Centre in Nuriootpa in
South Australia’s Barossa Valley. Markerassisted selection techniques were used to
examine the DNA of vines at the seedling
stage of the breeding program to select
vines that contained the mildew-resistant
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about the treatment of damaged vines to
generate good recovery and production in
following seasons.
He said the aim of the trial at Pomona was
to gather more conclusive information on
the benefits of immediate vine pruning
after severe hail events.
Three methods
In the study, the effects of three different
vine
management
methods
were
examined. Cabernet Sauvignon vines
were either unpruned, machine hedged
or hand pruned. All of the vines had been
mechanically hedged in the winter of 2016
before the hail storm, and in the winter of
2017 after the post-hail treatments had
been applied. At the vine level, replicated
sets of single vines with each treatment
were compared, and at the vineyard
level replicated sets of rows unpruned or
hedged were compared. Hand pruning was
included in the study at the vine level to
provide information on the effects of more
severe pruning after hail damage.

Dr Ian Dry

Hedging after hail
HEDGING appears to be the most economic
and fruitful way of treating vines after
severe hail damage, according to results of
a pruning trial conducted over two seasons
by Research Plant Pathologist Dr Bob
Emmett. He released results of the trial at
the MVW Information Forum.
The project was conducted on a vineyard at
Pomona, which was struck by a severe hail
storm on November 11, 2016. The trial was
organised by MVW, with funding from Wine
Australia. Agriculture Victoria also provided
some resources to assist the project.
The storm in 2016 was the second to occur
in the Murray-Darling region during the
post fruit-set phase, causing major crop
losses. The other damaging hail storm hit in
November, 2014.
Bob told the forum that these severe hail
storms highlighted a lack of knowledge

Hail trial leader Dr Bob Emmett
According to Bob, the results of the trial
showed that well established vines with
a history of winter hedging had adequate
resources for rapid recovery after hail
damage, regardless of post-hail pruning
treatment. However, he said that records of
fruit in bins harvested in March 2018 at the
vineyard level showed a higher yield from
hedged rows compared with unpruned
rows. Hedging after hail damage resulted
in a yield of 30.9 tonnes per hectare, while
the unpruned vines yielded 26.2 tonnes
per hectare. The trial had demonstrated
that the cost of post-hail hedging ($125/
hectare) was minor compared with the
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Information Forum cont.
income generated from higher yields at
harvest in the season after the storm.
The study also found the vineyard yield in
the season after hail damage at Pomona
was higher than in most previous seasons.
Bob told his audience that outcomes might
vary if damage occurred at a different stage
of vine development.

Climate change
forces fine-tuning
CLIMATE change is contributing to earlier
harvests, placing more pressure on the
wine industry. On the topic of protecting
vineyards from climate change, AWRI
Principal Research Scientist Dr Paul Petrie
told the Viticulture Seminar that higher
temperatures generally had a “slightly
positive” impact on yields, but had to be
effectively managed.
The South Australian Research and
Development Institute (SARDI), in a project
funded by Wine Australia from 2010 to
2016, maintained two large-scale, opentop heating systems at its Nuriootpa
vineyard in the Barossa Valley to measure
how higher temperatures affected vine
and fruit development, and wine quality.
The passive solar heated system had a
temperature increase of 2C and 4C above
ambient conditions during the day; while
the actively managed system used heated
water and a venting system to maintain the
temperature at 2C above ambient during
both the day and night.
Trials conducted using the heating
chambers over seven vintages showed that
yields of “heated vines” were the same or
slightly higher than the control vines. In
a separate trial, short spells of heat stress
of above 40C had little impact on Shiraz
grapes, when they were well watered.
Paul told his audience that evaporative
cooling of the canopy from good irrigation
prior to and during a heatwave proved
effective, and was a practice that most
growers would already follow. Analysis had
shown that elevated temperatures delayed
colour development in relation to sugar
accumulation.
Delayed pruning trials
In 1992, the average vineyard reached 12
baume in early March, but now is more
likely to reach this in early February. Paul
reported that, in an attempt to delay
ripening, SARDI undertook a study at two

vineyards in the Barossa between 2014
and 2016 to determine if postponing
pruning until after budburst could delay
the maturity of wine grapes and improve
fruit quality. It demonstrated that delaying
pruning until there were two to three
leaves per vine in September generated
good yields and postponed harvest
by about 16 days. Over the three-year
period there was little difference in yields
from vines pruned earlier or later, which
indicated that delaying harvest could be a
viable option. The wine produced from the
"delayed pruning” vines were consistently
of comparable or better quality to those
pruned during winter. Delaying fruit
maturity by even a week could reduce
pressure during the busy harvest period.

bugs excrete honeydew derived from the
sap of the vines. The sooty mould fungus
feeds on the honeydew, covering leaves
and fruit in a coating of soot-like mould.
Stay vigilant
Paul advised growers to monitor their
vineyards for signs of scale and mealybugs
from October until harvest. Ants were a
good indication of scale being present
in vines as they feed on the honeydew.
Juvenile scale were surprisingly mobile and
were able to move from vine to vine, and
once matured tended to settle in one area.
Mealybugs have a preference for humid
and sheltered sites and can be found under
leaves inside bunches of grapes and where
the fruit has contact with vine bark. The
pest also can be present in matted leaves
around trellis wires and cordons.
Paul said that beneficial insects such as
green lacewings and ladybirds played a
vital role in reducing scale and mealybug
numbers in vineyards. He suggested that
growers consult the Australian and New
Zealand Grapegrower and Winemaker,
March 2007 edition, for integrated pest
management advice, which can be
accessed by contacting the AWRI library.
The article advises growers to rely on
natural parasitoids and predators, and to
minimise the use of chemicals toxic to
beneficial insects.

Dr Paul Petrie

Preventing sooty
mould
GROWERS are advised to encourage
beneficial insects to help protect their vines
from scale and mealybugs and reduce the
incidence of sooty mould. AWRI Principal
Research Scientist Dr Paul Petrie, speaking
at the Viticulture Seminar that followed
MVWs Information Forum on May 10, said
reports of sooty mould had increased in
wine regions across Australia. In some
cases, grapes had been rejected. Paul
voiced concerns that an increase in the
use of sulphur was killing more beneficial
insects, those that preyed on the sapsucking inspects responsible for sooty
mould. Other broad-spectrum insecticides
had also been shown to have a negative
effect on beneficial insects.
Sap sucking insects such as scale and mealy

Signs of Sooty Mould - photo courtesy
AWRI
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Perceptions improving Wine Australia Market Bulletin
The brand health of Australian wines
has seen marked improvement over the
past eight years, particularly in consumer
perceptions of quality and value for
money. Every year since 2010, Wine
Intelligence has conducted a brand health
check, commissioned by Wine Australia,
to measure how consumers perceive
Australian wine compared with other wine
producing nations.
The most recent check occurred in March
2018, focusing on perceptions in Canada
(English and French speaking), China
(mainland and Hong Kong), the United
Kingdom (UK), the United States of America
(USA), Singapore, Japan, South Korea and
Australia.

Australian wine equates to 18.05 million,
the largest population of Australian wine
drinkers. The next largest population of
Australian wine drinkers is in China, with
15.48 million consumers or 30 per cent
share of imported wine drinkers, then the
UK with 12.58 million consumers, a 44 per
cent share of regular wine drinkers.
Across the nine surveyed markets, quality
perceptions of Australian wine remained
relatively unchanged over the last year,
maintaining the improvements gained
over the last eight years in China, the USA,
UK and Japan. For Chinese wine drinkers
of Australian wine, overall agreement of
quality scored a 7.69 out of 10 in 2010,
increasing significantly to 8.32 by 2018.
Similarly, in the USA quality perceptions
have seen a significant increase from 7.82
in 2010 to 8.14 in 2018

However, in contrast, many did not consider
Australian wines as offering expensive/
fine wines, wine for special occasions or
wines produced from a long tradition of
winemaking. Markets with the weakest
associations for these three attributes were
South Korea, Japan and Hong Kong.
The consumers most proud to serve
Australian wine were Australians (91 per
cent) and mainland Chinese (88 per cent).
The least proud were from Hong Kong (45
per cent), then South Korea (51 per cent),
where consumers also scored Australian
wines the lowest for quality.

Consumers in mainland China (86 per cent),
South Korea (72 per cent) and Singapore
(65 per cent) strongly associated Australia
These markets vary in the share Australian
with wines produced in a sustainable way
wine has of consumers’ wine glasses.
and wines made in a way that is clean and
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Perceptions improving

Value for money

consumers perceive Australian wine compared with other wine producing nations.
The most recent check occurred in March 2018, focusing on perceptions in Canada (English and French
speaking), China (mainland and Hong Kong), the United Kingdom (UK), the United States of America
(USA), Singapore, Japan, South Korea and Australia.
These markets vary in the share Australian wine has of consumers’ wine glasses. Interestingly, more
people in the USA consume Australian wine than in Australia. While 87 per cent of Australian wine
consumers drink Australian wine, this equates to 8.7 million people regularly consuming Australian wine.
On the other hand, the 19 per cent of regular imported wine consumers in the USA who drink Australian
wine equates to 18.05 million, the largest population of Australian wine drinkers. The next largest
population of Australian wine drinkers is in China, with 15.48 million consumers or 30 per cent share of
imported wine drinkers, then the UK with 12.58 million consumers, a 44 per cent share of regular wine
drinkers.

Consumers in mainland China (86 per cent), South Korea (72 per cent) and Singapore (65 per cent)
strongly associated Australia with wines produced in a sustainable way and wines made in a way that is
clean and green. Nearly all of the markets assessed liked the grape varieties produced in Australia, with
the lowest result from Japanese drinkers of Australian wine at 58 per cent.
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2018/19 WINEGRAPE SPRAY DIARY NOW AVAILABLE
Contact MVW office for a copy 5021 3911 or
mvw@mvwi.com.au

11

Murray Valley
Winegrape Industry
Development Committee

