MVW News & Views
Representing the Murray-Darling and
Swan Hill wine regions NSW-VIC

Red Alert!
Having communicated with a
number of local wineries in recent
times, it seems the outlook for
vintage 2022 is appearing as a twotiered market at this stage.

•

Tier 1 being White varietal grapes
which are set to continue to be in
demand and potentially command
modest price increases
Tier 2 being most Red varieties,
including Cabernet Sauvignon,
Merlot & Shiraz – wineries have
significant doubts about demand
for Reds and have indicated there
will be a modest to significant drop in
prices and they will be limiting intake,
particularly for uncontracted Reds.
All were very concerned with the
outlook for the coming harvest &
offered the following as key issues
which the industry is confronted
with;
•

•

•

Much of the red wine produced
from the 2021 harvest is still in
tanks unable to be moved (a
consequence of the following
issues)
Logistics issues; world-wide
export container shortages,
shipping line congestion & port
delays are hampering winery
efforts to fulfil export orders
and secure new deals (impacts
of the global COVID pandemic).
In addition, shipping costs have
skyrocketed by at least 100%
when shipping actually occurs.
The substantial crop produced
in 2021 vintage, being a
national crush record of 2.03
million tonnes (compared to
the long-term average of 1.75M
tonnes & recent annual sales
amounting to 1.65M tonnes)
resulting in stock to sales ratios
well above the 10-year average
for Reds, and at average to
slightly below for Whites

•

•

The impact of the China tariffs
on Australian wine; despite
wine from the inland regions
being relatively modest in
terms of volume and value in
the Chinese market prior to
the tariffs, we have become
“collateral damage” as the
Australian market scrambles to
find new export opportunities
and expand trade with current
partners at much lower margins
COVID 19; the impact of the
pandemic
on
traditional
routes to market, particularly
on-premise trade, as well as
international border restrictions
denying wineries’ ability to
perform face-to-face sales and
attend trade shows
The collapse of the Red bulk
wine market, a consequence
of the factors listed above and
wineries looking to quit stock for
cashflow &/or create tank space
for the upcoming vintage. Bulk
wine prices are half the value
they were twelve months ago
and despite this, buyers are few
and far between.

Notwithstanding these concerns,
the northern hemisphere crops
are well into harvest at the time of
writing and many of the main players
have lower crops due to the impact
of weather and environmental issues
(all down - France 30%; Spain 20%,
Italy 10%, and USA below average).
This gives us some hope of a
softening of the depressed demand
and price, but the effects may not
be seen before our harvest starts in
early 2022.
Australia’s domestic wine sales
have maintained a relatively strong
base, albeit the commercial wine
sector benefited somewhat at the
hands of the more premium end
of the market which was severely
hampered by COVID restrictions,
closing down on-premise trade
(restaurants, bars, etc.).
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Growers in the region are encouraged
to make contact with their winery
at the earliest opportunity to get
a clearer understanding of the
circumstances affecting their
grapes for the approaching harvest,
to hopefully assist with managing a
potentially difficult situation.
Fortunately, half of the grapes
produced in the Murray Valley
are white varietals and it is hoped
the outlook for whites may offset
the further weakening of the reds
market.		
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Notice Board
Grapes for Sale
Register

WINEGRAPE
SPRAY DIARY

The 2022 Wine Grapes for Sale
Register is now open for listings.
When wineries are seeking f ruit
they often contact MVW for leads on
fruit availability and that is when the
register becomes very useful.
Name:

The Wine Grapes for Sale Register is
a free service that simply connects
growers with buyers. MVW advises
wineries of the varieties available in
the Murray-Darling and Swan Hill
regions, based on the information on
our register.
We do not inform wineries of details
of registered growers without your
permission or advise them of total
available tonnes.
Please contact the MVW office to
complete your registration for V2022.

Farm No:
Address:

Phone:

Spray Diary
The 2021-22 Wine Grape Spray Diary
is now available; pick one up at the
MVW office (54 Lemon Ave.) or phone
the office 03 5021 3911 or email mvw@
mvwi.com.au to arrange a copy to be
mailed to you.

MVW Forum &
Workshops

The 2021/22 edition of Agrochemicals
registered for use in Australian
viticulture (the “Dog Book”) is now
available online; www.awri.com.
au/industry_support/viticulture/
a g ro c h e m i c a l s /a g ro c h e m i c a l _
booklet
or via the AWRI Agrochemical App - a
hard copy is also available from the
MVW office.
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Welcome to Shay Linder-Auricht as
Finance & Administration Off icer;
Shay was appointed in July after
Antoinette returned to her former
Sydney employer (we wish her well
and thank “Ant” for her efforts during
her time with MVW).
You will be welcomed by Shay when
you call or visit the off ice; Shay’s
f riendly personality will endear
her to our grower members and
industry colleagues. Please make
yourself known to Shay at the various
gatherings we hold throughout the
year.

MVW Annual
General Meeting
Keep an eye open for the notice of
the MVW AGM, which we hope to
hold in November or December
pending lifting of restrictions on
publics gatherings (COVID 19). Stay
tuned, we will keep you informed. In
the likely absence of the 2021 MVW
Growers Forum, this should be a
good opportunity to get an insight
into the 2022 vintage outlook, in
the general discussions we have
following the AGM.

The “Dog Book”
out now

Hey Hey it’s
Shay!

Despite many efforts over the past
eighteen months, we have been
thwarted at every attempt to proceed
with various grower forums and
workshops. We will reorganise these
events as soon as we can get together
in groups again, with reasonable
numbers involved, and interstate
travel restrictions are revised to allow
interstate presenters to attend.
In the meantime, we will try to hold
a few shed meetings with growers in
smaller numbers in an effort catch up
in-person to discuss industry issues
and answer any questions
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Federal Government program aims to generate fairer
trade for growers
The Federal government is
implementing a program to improve
market and price transparency in
perishable agricultural goods supply
chains (PAG) including the wine
grape industry.
It follows an Australian Competition
a n d Co n s u m e r Co m m i s s i o n
(ACCC) inquiry into markets for
perishable agricultural goods, which
recommended governments and
industries should explore measures
to reduce bargaining power
imbalances.
The Federal Government has
committed $5.4 million for this
process through the Department
of Agriculture, Water and the
Environment.
This includes engaging 1 and
One Consulting to design and
deliver workshops f rom August
to December this year across
perishable agricultural goods
industry sectors, which include
wine grapes, horticulture, red meat,
chicken meat, pork, and dairy.
Online workshops were held for the
Australian wine grape sector on
August 17 and September 21.

The participants were invited
to discuss price and market
transparency issues in their sector
and brainstorm ideas to improve
transparency.

Grants are available
Grants of up to $1 million will be
available f rom July 2022 to June
2025 to fund projects that generate
knowledge, technologies, products,
or processes that improve market
transparency appropriate for the
relevant supply chain.
Projects need to demonstrate how
the product will be maintained after
the life of the grants program, once
funding is no longer available.

New fair-trading
law needed
The Treasurer, Josh Frydenberg
directed the ACCC to undertake the
three-month inquiry into markets
for perishable agricultural goods in
August last year and it released its
report in December 2020.
The ACCC identif ied bargaining
power imbalances in supply chains
during its inquiry into markets for
perishable agricultural goods and
recommended a new fair-trading

law be introduced to address harmful
practices in the marketplace.
It also has called for the strengthening
of the small business unfair contract
term protections and the Food and
Grocery Code of Conduct.
The ACCC’s findings was based on
information gathered specifically for
this inquiry and given the short time
frame included information from its
past investigations including its Wine
grapes market study in 2018-2019.
The ACCC ‘s Perishable agricultural
goods inquiry report cited the
example of contracts where wine
grape producers didn’t receive full
payment for up to nine months
after supplying grapes as a harmful
practice.
Following the release of the report in
December 2020, ACCC Deputy Chair
Mick Keogh said in most perishable
agricultural goods markets, there
were many farmers, but few
processors or wholesalers, and even
fewer major retailers.
“This makes farmers particularly
vulnerable to issues stemming from
limited competition at the wholesale
or retail level,” he said.
“In addition, the more perishable a
product is, the weaker the farmer’s
bargaining power often is,” Mr
Keogh said.

ACCC Deputy Chair Mick Keogh says limited
competition at a wholesale or retail level
weakens the bargaining power of farmers
3
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MDBA - October 2021 By Tyson Milne
Earlier this year the Murray-Darling
Basin Authority (MDBA) met with
a range of community, industry,
environmental, First Nations and
other groups to discuss delivery risks
in the River Murray. We held over
30 in-person and online meetings,
including several in Sunraysia and
the Riverland, as well as a webinar
“Capacity issues in the River Murray:
9 March 2021” which is now available
on our website www.mdba.gov.au/
webinars
The discussions included a paper
we had recently released Managing
Delivery Risks in the River Murray
System’, which summarised a broad
range of studies into shortfall risk,
presented objectives and principles
to guide changes required, and set
out actions to establish a functional
delivery f ramework (https://www.
mdba.gov.au/sites/default/files/pubs/
managing-%20delivery-risks-in-theriver-murray-system.pdf).
Work has continued since then, with
the MDBA working with the Capacity
Policy Working Group made up of
representatives f rom each state,
the Commonwealth and the MDBA,
to continue addressing the issues
around delivery risks and shortfalls.
Changed conditions compared to
last season means the river will be
operated differently in 2021-22 to
last summer, which has impacts on
the risk of a shortfall occurring at
different locations. This summer,
the Menindee Lakes contain a large
volume of water that the MDBA can
access as part of the shared system
resources. This means the demands
in the River Murray system below
Lock 10 (Wentworth) can be met
from the Menindee Lakes storage
rather than Hume Dam. Menindee
is used in preference to the upper
Murray storages as it’s closer to the
SA Border, can deliver water in a
more timely manner, and its high
evaporation rates mean it is a less
efficient storage.
This means that Hume Dam releases
will focus on meeting demands
down to Wentworth. This is still a
4

challenge as the travel time is up to
3 weeks and well in excess of the BoM
forecast period. River operators will
utilise best available data to plan for
maximum demands (consumptive
and environmental) and conveyance
losses for that time of year when the
water is required in the Sunraysia
region.
Even though the river system is
actively managed to avoid shortfalls,
it remains a risk so it’s important
to have robust plans in place in
case a shortfall arises. The MDBA’s
initial Shortfall Response Plan was
successfully applied through the
2020-21 irrigation season and has
been endorsed by the Basin Officials
Committee. This year, the plan is
being extended to cover the scenario
where the Menindee Lakes are
available as a shared resource.
All the Southern Basin States have
also prepared, or are in the process
of preparing, their own Shortfall
Response Plan, which outline how
each state would respond to a
shortfall and how they would work
together and with the MDBA to
manage it.
We also have other areas of work
underway relating to delivery risks.
We have prepared a report on the
mitigation measures available in
the event of a shortfall which is
currently in the final phase of review.
We are also working with the states
to assess the cumulative impacts
of diversions. This includes an

update of the SunRISE mapping of
horticultural plantings from Barmah
to the barrages, with the final report
expected in mid-2022, and assessing
water use data provided by the
states to understand how water use
is changing along the river.
Work is also continuing to further
understand the large volume of
sediment which has been found
in the Barmah-Millewa reach of
the river which is signif icantly
reducing capacity in the river
system. Further data collection
and analysis is underway, and at
this point it indicates an average
sand thickness of 1.2 m along the
riverbed from Yarrawonga Weir to
Picnic Point – approximately 190 km
of river. Current estimates are that
there is approximately 20,000,000
m3 of sand in this reach. This is not
a natural occurrence. Engagement
has begun with the local Traditional
Owners and stakeholders around
the consequences of not managing
the sand and allowing it to continue
to build up, and also exploring some
potential management approaches.
We hope that conditions will allow
us to conduct more face to face
engagement on delivery risks in
the first half of next year. In the
meantime, if you have any questions
feel f ree to contact me at tyson.
milne@mdba.gov.au or (02) 6279
0645, and hopefully you will be able
to visit us in the MDBA’s Mildura
Office in the not too distant future.
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Introducing Zach Oates at the Inspector General of
Water Compliance – Mildura Office
of Mildura Rotary helped to organise
the donation of new hand and power
tools to Mildura Men’s Shed. He has
also spent time on a Fundraising
Committee for the Leukemia
Foundation’s “Shave for a Cure”.

Zach Oates works for the Off ice
of the Inspector-General of Water
Compliance as a Field Officer based
in Mildura NW Victoria.
Zach joined the off ice in August
2021 after a career in investigation,
most recently working with Child
Protection in a statutory investigative
role. Before this role, Zach was a
Victoria Police Detective with the
Mildura Crime Investigation Unit.

affected by drought and isolation.
He has strong community ties
within the Mallee and surrounds and
sees the river as the lifeblood of rural
communities.

Zach is constantly amazed at the
resilience of rural communities

Zach’s investigative experience
covered a broad range of disciplines.
At the Mallee Divisional Response
Unit, he was involved in the seizure
and destruction of large quantities
of elicit drugs and the forfeiture of
cash and property directly linked to
drug trafficking.
As a generalist Detective, Zach
was involved in Serious Crime and
Major Fraud investigations. During
2019 he spent time running the
Volume Crime Team, investigating
burglary and theft of motor vehicle
offences. He earned a Divisional
Commendation for the recovery of
a large number of stolen firearms.
Zach was born and raised in the
Mallee on a small property not far
from the Yelta saleyards. He has fond
childhood memories of time spent
on his grandfather’s beef cattle farm
in at Ellerslie.
Zach has a keen interest in his
community and with the assistance

EXCLUSIVE
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Zach Oates
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Irrigators call for a moratorium on floodplain harvesting
Horticulture and wine industry
representative bodies including
MVW have called for a moratorium
on issuing additional licences for
floodplain harvested water from the
Darling River in NSW.
The recommendation has been
included in a joint submission to
the NSW Legislative Council Select
Committee’s inquiry into floodplain
harvesting.
The group represents the grape
(wine, table and dried), almond,
citrus, pistachio, summer fruit, and
dried tree fruit sectors.
“Our interest in floodplain harvesting
is the impact such activity has on
water flows to the southern water
storages on the Darling River system
and their capacity to contribute
water to meet South Australia’s
annual allocation under the
Murray Darling Agreement,” their
submission said.
The inquir y into floodplain
harvesting in NSW was established
in June following significant debate
on the issue in the community and
parliament.
In its submission, the Mid to Lower
Murray horticulture organisations
requested the NSW government to

scale back the proposed 500 per cent
carryover and only make it available
once the environmental, cultural,
and entitlement obligations to the
Southern Basin have been met.
They also asked for a moratorium
on new water use licences for
developments extracting from the
Murray downstream of the Barmah
Choke until the Darling consistently
contributes adequate volumes to
help meet South Australia’s annual
entitlement.
The group also want an engineering
solution to address the Barmah
Choke’s limited stream flows to be
implemented to enable the lifting of
their proposed moratorium.
“ Fo r 1 3 0 yea rs , p e rm a n e n t
horticultural crops have been grown
in the Southern Basin and research
and experience has shown that the
deleterious effect of water stress can
impact yields for several seasons,”
the submission said.
The Mid to Lower Murray horticulture
organisations also called for the
dismantling of unauthorized
structures that facilitate floodplain
harvesting, metering of all floodplain
harvested water and the enforced
compliance of the rules and

regulations for water extraction
and use.
“Our organisations support a
healthy riverine environment
and the implementation of the
Murray Darling Basin Plan as being
important to irrigators and the
river communities,” they said in the
submission.
The submission said CSIRO studies
showed there had been an impact
on the availability of water due to a
large reduction in inflows across the
Basin in the past 20 years caused by
lower rainfall.
The grower groups said floodplain
harvesting of water previously
destined for the Darling River system
was exacerbating the situation and
needed to be curtailed and illegal
activities stopped.
The NSW Legislative Council Select
Committee’s inquiry into floodplain
harvesting recently heard f rom a
wide range of stakeholders including
scientists, legal, water and f ish
experts, indigenous representatives,
and irrigators in online public
hearings. (Sept 20, 22, 24, 2021)
The select committee is expected to
release its report on November 30.

Step 1. Visit www.lmw.vic.gov.au and click on Manage your water/Water ordering.
Step 2. An information box will appear, click continue.
Step 3. To log in you will need your outlet number and PIN code. You can ﬁnd
this information on the back of your bill.
Step 4. If you need to update your contact details to receive SMS or email
notiﬁcations, click on the update info button on the main page.
Step 5. Your Allocation Account (ABA) must always have a positive
balance. Click on assessment at the top of the page to check your ABA.
Your ABA summary shows your current balance. You should allow for any
usage since your last meter reading. To calculate this usage, go to the bottom
of the page and enter your current meter reading.

For more information visit www.lmw.vic.gov.au/manageaba

www.lmw.vic.gov.au | 03 5051 3400 | contactus@lmw.vic.gov.au
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Interim Goulburn Murray trade rules in place
Environmental
concern led to review
A review of the Goulburn to Murray
trade rules began in 2019 following
two consecutive years of sustained
high flows over summer and
autumn.
Concerns were raised about the
damage these sustained high flows
did to the Goulburn River’s banks
and ecology.
The Department of Environment,
Land, Water and Planning (DELWP)
released a regulatory impact
statement (RIS) outlining the
proposed water trade changes on
March 22 this year.

The
Vi c to r i a n
government
implemented a new interim twopart trade rule for Goulburn to Murray
inter-valley trade (IVT) in July, which
will continue until June 30, 2022.

Since July, water trade has been
possible whenever the balance of
Goulburn inter-valley trade (IVT)
account is lower than the new limit
of 190GL.

Acting Water Minister Richard
Wynne said these measures would
protect irrigators’ ability to trade the
water they need, while improving the
river’s health.

Then from December 15, net trade
will be capped to enable the IVT
trade account balance to be drawn
down over the rest of the season.

He said the interim rules would
protect the Goulburn River f rom
prolonged high flows over summer
and autumn, while ensuring traded
water could be delivered without
increasing risks to Murray River water
users.
The
Vi c to r i a n
government
announced the interim trade and
operating rules and an extension
of existing interim operating
arrangements for this financial year
on June 30.
It said this followed extensive
community consultation, which has
been summarised in a report titled
“Closing the Loop,” which was also
released on the same day.
According to the Victorian Water
Register website, the new two-part
rule replaced the previous year
rolling limit of 200GL.

Mr Wynne said drawing down the
inter-valley trade account by the
end of the season was a critical way
to support the following year’s trade
for irrigators.

Aim is for irrigator
certainty
Mr Wynne said the rules were
designed to deliver inter-valley
trade in a smarter, more sustainable
pattern, while not increasing risk
to Lower Murray irrigators and
providing more certainty at the start
of the irrigation season.
Mr Wynne said the interim operating
rules would allow similar flows in
the Goulburn of about 40 gigalitres
a month, but there would be short
releases of higher flows between
longer low flow periods over summer
and autumn.

The community was given the
opportunity until May 9 to provide
feedback by responding to a survey
or making submissions on the
process to (DELWP).
DELWP re ce i ve d 34 s ur vey
responses and 36 submissions
from stakeholders, which included
i r r i g a to r s , i n d u s t r y g ro u p s ,
traditional owners, environmental
groups, f ishing and recreational
stakeholders and local, state, and
federal government agencies.

Tagged water use
The (RIS) also assessed options
for tagged water use restrictions,
including for the Lower Broken
Creek.
The Victorian Water Register
said further consultation will be
undertaken with Lower Broken
Creek customers in coming months
to design a new tagged water use
rule that is specific to that system.
It said the aim was to enable
sustainable thresholds for tagged
water use year-round.
A decision is expected to be made
in November
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Big Australian wine companies join forces
In a bold move, wine producers of 70
per cent of the Australian industry’s
total production have united to help
grow the value of every vineyard
and winery.
Australian Commercial Wine
Producers Limited (ACWP) is the new
representative body for Australia’s
three largest winegrowing regions,
NSW’s Riverina, Victoria’s & NSW’s
Murray Valley and South Australia’s
Riverland.
Between them, the three regions
produce approximately 70 per cent
of Australia’s total grape and wine
production.
The Australian wine industry is
characterised by two distinct
sectors – the commercial sector
which predominately retails wine
for less than $10 a bottle with free
on board (FOB) export values of less
than $45 per case, and the premium
sector that makes wine above this
level.
“Premium producers by their
numerical majority have had
greater influence on our industry’s
policy settings, even though they
contribute significantly less total
industry levies and sales,” Chief
Executive of ACWP, Chris Byrne,
said.
“We seek to redress that imbalance,”
he said.

Aim is to boost
representation
“Most of the large commercial
p ro d u c e r s f ro m o u r t h re e
largest wine regions have been
underrepresented up to this time.”
Mr Byrne said ACWP will seek to
improve the representation of all
commercial producers in Australia.
“Importantly, ACWP seeks to bring
a collaborative and synergistic
voice in the college of industry
organisations to achieve a balanced
and inclusive approach between
the two industry sectors,” he said.
Mr Byrne said the formation
of ACWP aimed to ensure that
8

commercial wine producers could
continue to support the whole
of the Australian wine industry
by maintaining the sector ’s
competitiveness in international
and domestic markets.

Increase export
markets
Chair of ACWP, Mr Bill Moularadellis,
of Kingston Estate Wines, said it was
critical for Australia to develop and
grow other export markets, given
the recent loss of the Chinese wine
market.
“It will be commercial wine that will
lead this momentum,” he said.
ACWP members contribute the
majority of the $2 million per month
in statutory levies that is collected
by the Federal government, for
the benefit of the wine industry’s
research and development and
international marketing initiatives.
“Looking back over the last 10 to 20
years, it is difficult to illustrate to our
members how they are now better
off from their significant long-term
investment,” Mr Moularadellis said.
“ACWP will seek to improve the
effectiveness of our industry’s
levies,” he said.

Premium wine
exports decline

Commercial wine
opportunities
Mr Moularadellis said the evolution
of the Australian wine industry as a
significant world wine producer had
at its foundation, the fact that its
commercial wine production sector
was more efficient and innovative
than our competitors.
“That leadership position has been
eroded by continued improvements
in most other countries,” he said.
“ The sustainability of the
commercial wine sector remains
critical to Australia’s ability to be
competitive across all international
wine market sectors and to re-stake
our position as the vineyard for the
world.”
Mr Moularadellis said the recently
announced UK/Australia f ree
trade agreement would provide
greater relative opportunity for our
commercial wines.
Australia sells just over 4 million
cases of bottled wine to the UK at an
average price of $41 per case with
the equivalent of a further 25 million
cases being shipped as bulk wine.
“We really do need to have our
industry resources well aligned
to take full advantage of this new
opportunity,” Mr Moularadellis said.

Mr Moularadellis said Australia’s
long-term premiumisation strategy
had not been as effective as was
hoped after such a sustained period
of perseverance.
“Since 2009, excluding China, total
sales of our premium bottled exports
above $45 per case have almost
halved from 12.2 million cases to 6.6
million cases per annum,” he said.
“We are exporting significantly less
premium wine now than we were
12 years ago.
“More than ever, we are now
dependent on our commercial
export sales, and we need policy
settings to protect this reliance.”

Australian Commercial Wine Producers,
Chief Executive, Chris Byrne
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Wine grape growers urged to join Sustainable
Winegrowing Australia By Christine Webster
Australian wine grape growers and
wineries are being encouraged to join
Sustainable Winegrowing Australia.
The program established in 2019 is
administered by the Australian Wine
Research Institute with governance,
endorsement, and active support
from Australian Grape & Wine and
Wine Australia.
Sustainable Winegrowing Australia
draws on the strengths of its
predecessor programs, including
Entwine Australia and Sustainable
Australia Winegrowing.
The initiative provides wine grape
growers, wineries and businesses
support to develop global best
practices, aligned to the United
Nations sustainable development
goals, with progress towards these
monitored annually.
Sustainable Winegrowing Australia’s
aim is to encourage the wine sector
to demonstrate and continuously
improve their sustainability in the
vineyard and winery through the
environmental, social, and economic
aspects of their businesses.
Australian Grape & Wine’s industry
policy manager, Anna Hooper, told
a webinar in August, Australian
winemakers and growers should take
the lead in developing sustainable
practices.
She said driving serious sustainability
improvements will become more
critical for the Australian wine
industry to remain competitive.
Ms Hooper said in many of the wine
sector’s important trading nations
political leaders have implemented
green policies at a hastening rate.
“Political leaders in the UK, the
European Union and the United
States have all indicated intentions to
make much more aggressive action
against their trading nations who
trail behind,” she said.
Ms Hooper said Australian Grape
& Wine’s goal was for the sector to
achieve net zero emissions and net
zero waste targets by 2050, if not
sooner.

Membership the key
The main priority for this year is to
attract and retain its members.
Wine Australia’s Global Marketing
Manager, Brand, Drea Hall, told the
webinar there were already a lot of
growers and wine producers across
Australia that were acting sustainably,
but being part of this program would
provide them with a framework and
tools to measure and monitor what
they did.
“If we do want to be a leading
sustainable wine country in the world,
we really need to get the Australian
wine community to support it and
participate in it actively,” she said.
Ms Hall said recently a new look
with a clear mission and vision for
Sustainable Winegrowing Australia
was created, with a focus to engage
more actively with wine grape
growing regions across Australia.
A new website was launched late in
April to boost awareness about the
program.
Sustainable Winegrowing Australia’s
Manager, Dr Mardi Longbottom
told the webinar, membership has
increased by 32 per cent in the past
year and there was strong interest
this year.

“The vineyards and wineries currently
report their data separately because
their operations are separate,” Dr
Longbottom said.
“During July and August, they renew
their membership, and they go
through the process of reporting
their resource use data and the data
around their practices,” she said.
A self-assessment workbook is also
available to fill out, covering areas
such as the size of growers’ wine
grape harvests and crush, their
water use, and soil management and
biodiversity practices.
Dr Longbottom said there were
also sections in the workbook on
biosecurity, business management
and economics.
She said to receive Sustainable
Winegrower Australia certification,
members had to go through an
independent audit process.
This certification process is run by
Freshcare, an Australian company,
which provides internationally
recognised assurance standards
for wine grape industries and fresh
produce.
More information about Sustainable
Winegrowing Australia can be found
at sustainablewinegrowing.com.au.

She said last year’s figures showed
there were 631 members from 43
regions across Australia representing
a quarter of the nation’s wine grape
vineyards and a quarter of the
national crush.
Dr Longbottom said about 15 per cent
of these members were certified,
with producers able to apply to
use the Sustainable Winegrowing
Australia certified trust mark in their
marketing efforts whether on a wine
label or fence sign.

Monitoring
sustainability
Members
of
Sustainable
Wi n e g row i n g Au s t ra l i a a re
encouraged to record their resource
use data online to document their
progress in becoming sustainable.

Sustainable Winegrowing Australia’s manager
Dr Mardi Longbottom and Australian Grape &
Wine’s industry policy manager Anna Hooper.
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Signs of another “bad” fruit fly year for Sunraysia
Queensland fruit fly might not be
front of mind for many wine grape
growers, with lower risk of infestation
than many high risk commodities
and limited control options during
the season.

of higher rainfall than average,”
Andrew said.

But with another bad fruit fly year
predicted for the region, Greater
Sunraysia Pest Free Area (GSFPA)
regional coordinator Narelle Beattie
is urging all growers to keep Qfly
management front of mind.

“Unless adequate area-wide
management strategies are
maintained and improved, and Qflysuitable weather conditions remain,
it is likely that 2021/22 will be another
bad fruit fly year.”

An unusually prolonged autumn,
with higher temperatures and more
rainfall than average, helped Qfly to
breed up before winter.

Narelle said that in years with high
Qfly pressure, crop loss may be
experienced by industries that aren’t
normally impacted, such as wine
grapes.

Qfly population numbers recorded in
autumn were at their highest in six
years, while warm winter conditions
further enhanced the survival of flies
over this time.
Entomologist Andrew Jessup said
the combination of ideal conditions
for fruit fly over autumn and winter,
and the unusually moderate weather
patterns forecast this spring, meant
Sunraysia was likely to experience
significant Qfly pressure.
“The weather outlook shows there is
a very high chance that minimum
temperatures will be higher than
average as well as very high chances

“This means that greater numbers
of overwintering flies will be able to
leave their refuges and survive long
enough to find fruit to infest.

“The Hunter Valley experienced this
in 2007 to 2008 due to elevated Qfly
populations as a result of mild and
wet winters,” she said.
Narelle also reminded growers not
to forget about the non-commercial
fruit trees on their properties.
“If you have f ruit trees on your
property – around the house, at the
back of the shed, or near the pump
or pickers hut – it could be these trees
that shelter fruit fly from the cold and
dry conditions during winter, and the
fruit can be infested from spring to
autumn,” she said.

MVW 2021 Vineyard Survey Results
The database survey of MVW
growers conducted in May/June
2021 indicates there has been a
slowing of vine removals compared
to recent years, with the 2021

figures showing there has been
a nett removal of 96 hectares of
wine grapes; being removal of 141
hectares, offset by 45 hectares of
new plantings.

Of the areas removed and new plantings, this consisted of:
Variety

Hectares
Removed

Hectares
Planted

Cabernet Sauvignon

13

16

Chardonnay

18

2

Colombard

4

-

Gordo

20

-

Merlot

11

10

Semillon

7

-

Pinot Noir

-

3

63

14

Sultana

2

-

Sun Muscat

3

-

141

45

Shiraz

Total
10

“By removing any unwanted noncommercial host trees from your
property, you are supporting your
community and any neighbours
who are growing stone fruit, citrus,
avocados, or table grapes.
“You can also reduce the risk by
putting nets over your trees or
spraying them.
“It’s also important to monitor for fruit
fly by placing traps or lures around the
boundary of your property, checking
them regularly for the presence and
severity of Qfly.”
More Qfly information and tips for
growers are available on the Greater
Sunraysia Pest Free Area website:
www.pestfreearea.com.au/growers
There you can also sign up to receive
the quarterly grower newsletter to
keep up to date with Qfly information
tailored to the local area.
The removals detailed (shown left)
includes those growers that have
tangibly removed their vines and
also growers that have exited the
industry and the vineyard is no
longer producing wine grapes.
Over the past four years the nett
exodus of some of the main varieties
include Cabernet Sauvignon 375 ha;
Chardonnay 583 ha; Gordo 230 ha;
Merlot 106 ha; and Shiraz 427 ha.
It is imperative that growers keep
MVW informed of any updates to
their vineyards and contact details
so that we can communicate critical
issues in a timely manner and also
have accurate vineyard data in
dealing with Industry planning,
representing our region to Wine
Australia, Government agencies,
Agri-political bodies and the media.
Note: the survey is conducted by MVW on
growers listed on the MVW database and does
not include any vineyards that are winery
owned and operated.
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drumMUSTER
Developed with the environment in
mind, the drumMUSTER program
collects and recycles eligible,
empty and clean agricultural and
veterinary chemical containers.
drumMUSTER
is
Agsafe’s
national product stewardship
program that is supported by
agvet chemical manufacturers,
industr y stakeholders which
includes member and farming
associations, as well as state and
local governments.
Working hand-in-hand with local
councils and other collection
a gen cies, drumMUSTER has
established collection facilities all
over Australia and since its inception
in 1998 the program has recycled
over 37 million containers.
drumMUSTER Regional Consultants
work tirelessly across the nation
to build and maintain strong
re l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h p ro g ra m
stakeholders, while national staff
manage the day-to-day operations
and facilitate a range of projects
f rom the National Off ice in
Canberra.
Once the containers have been
collected, they are recycled into reusable products such as wheelie
bins, road signs, fence posts and
bollards.
The drumMUSTER service benefits
both the user, the environment,
industry and the wider community
by providing a reliable, cost effective

and sustainable option for the
recycling of empty eligible agvet
chemical containers.
Using the program is easy. Simply
triple rinse your eligible containers,
round them up, making sure the
lids have been removed as this is
a different type of plastic, and take
them to your local drumMUSTER
collections site. These are usually at
the local waste transfer station. You
can find the nearest collection site
to you at www.drummuster.org.au
For further information, call 02 6206
6888 or visit www.drummuster.org.
au

ChemClear
drumMUSTER’s sister program is
ChemClear. If you have unused or
obsolete agvet chemicals that you
would like to safely dispose of, you
can register them online at www.
chemclear.org.au and they will
be picked up when a collection is
scheduled in your area. Collections
are conducted once registrations
reach a level that can be supported.
On average, collections are
conducted in each state every two
years.
Agsafe’s General Manager,
Dominique Doyle, noted that
farmers’ committed engagement
in the ChemClear program always
impresses, but never surprises.
“Farmers understand that they are

Mildura Landfill drumMUSTER collection site

the custodians of the land, and they
are always mindful of sustainable
farm practices.
ChemClear
enables farmers to safely dispose of
chemicals off farms and out of rural
communities”
ChemClear and its partners are
delighted with the progress the
service has made since 2003 in
which the program has collected
and disposed of more than 770,000
litres of obsolete, inherited and
unknown agvet chemicals.
Chemicals that are part of the
drumMUSTER program, and are
within two years of deregistration,
are collected free of charge (Group
1). Group 2 chemicals will incur a fee
for service. An obligation free quote
will be provided once the agvet
chemials have been registered
through the ChemClear website.
ChemClear’s goal is to reduce
the quantity of unused Agvet
chemicals stored on properties
and in businesses across Australia,
thereby reducing negative impacts
on the environment, people and
trade in the future. By removing
these unwanted chemicals f rom
farms and businesses, a potentially
hazardous situation can be
eliminated in the event of a fire or
flood.
For further information, call 1800
008 182 or visit www.chemclear.
org.au

ChemClear
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Applications are now open for three horticulture
scholarships
Dr Alan Antcliff AM
Memorial Scholarship
Our
second
scholarship
acknowledges Dr Alan Antcliff AM.
The award is in recognition of Dr
Alan Antcliff AM, principal research
scientist at CSIRO in vine physiology
and ampelography whose work was
pivotal to the development of the
Australian wine industry. His 40year long career proved valuable
for expanding and changing the
vine growing industry.

SuniTAFE has formed a community
partnership with a range of
organisations to offer students
and primary producers exciting
scholarships.
Administered by the SuniTAFE
SMART Farm, “the scholarships
recognise
and
encourage
agricultural excellence in the
Sunraysia and Murray Valley region
through the support of locals in
their agriculture and horticultural
pursuits” said Nicole Byrnes,
SuniTAFE SMART Farm Innovation
Project Leader. They ensure that in
the absence of money or support
achieving your potential within
the industry continues. They allow
you to learn, motivate, develop,
contribute, become more involved.”

Albert Heslop
Memorial Travel Grant
The f irst scholarship is named in
honour of the late Albert Heslop, a
successful and experienced state
viticulturist, councillor of Swan Hill
and Life Member of the Murray
Darling Association, who had a
passion for agriculture, irrigation,
and a thirst for knowledge and
real sense of community. Albert
dedicated his time to improving the
12

horticultural pursuits of growers in
north-west and northern Victoria.
The scholarship, which is awarded
annually, includes a bursary of
$4,000, access to work experience
opportunities within the horticulture
sector or through SuniTAFE’s
networks, opportunities to network
and gain knowledge.
The grant is open to horticulturalists
and primary producers f rom the
Murray Valley region who want to
advance themselves, their enterprise
and their industry. Applicants must
propose a travel itinerary that will
enhance their experience, will
motivate them to achieve personally,
and will develop their capacity to be
involved in and contribute to their
industry group and their region.
$3,000 of the grant moneys will be
awarded at the start and $1,000
granted on receipt of the written
report.
Applicants must be aged between 18
and 40 years living and working in:
•

NSW
Shires
of
Wakool,
Balranald, Central Darling or
Wentworth; or

•

Victoria Rural Cities of Swan
Hill or Mildura, or Shire of
Gannawarra

It shall be awarded to a student
undergoing training a horticulture
program at SuniTAFE, who has
achieved a level of excellence in the
first stage or year of a course, and
is going on to complete a second
stage, or year, of a course. The
awardee would thus be selected
at the conclusion of the first stage,
or year. The scholarship is for $1,000
(including GST).
The scholarship is intended to
assist the student in meeting the
costs of course fees, text books, and
other requisites in the second year
of the course.
“It’s a great tribute to those former
esteemed colleagues who made
such a huge contribution to the
horticulture sector locally and to
acknowledge these leaders and
thinkers and encourage others
to develop their skills ensures
the well-being of our region” said
Nicole

The Sunraysia
Institute of TAFE
and Temba Orchards
Scholarship
SuniTAFE has also teamed up
with Temba Orchards to launch
our f inal scholarship. The $1,500
s ch o l a r s h i p re co g n i s e s a n d
encourages agricultural excellence
of its students by supporting a local
agriculture trainee.

OCTOBER 2021

The scholarships will provide $1,500
per year to support students who
meet the following criteria:
•

are Australian citizens

•

are aged between 16 and 25

•

reside in north-west Victoria or
south-west New South Wales

•

are undergoing a horticulture
or agriculture traineeship

•

will be studying at one of the
Sunraysia Institute of TAFE
campuses

Application
Applications for all scholarships
remain open until f illed. Nicole
urges those interested to build their
knowledge to apply.

For more information or to apply,
visit: https://www.sunitafe.edu.au/
life-at-sunitafe/scholarships/

The scholarship will cover course
fees, text books and supplies/
equipment required for the course.
Geoff Dea, CEO SuniTAFE said “it
is great to see family producers
such as Temba encouraging young
students to take up careers in
horticulture.” “Supporting leaders in
agriculture, especially those in the
local region, is crucial to the success
of the horticulture industry,” he said.
“ We know that hor ticulture
continues to change — with
advances in technology, greater
focus on sustainability and even
changes to supply chains — and
first-hand, local industry experience
to learn about these challenges and
changes will be invaluable.”
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“This front loading of exports led to the majority of 2020 vintage wines being shipped earlier than
usual resulting in the lowest inventory levels in 10 years coming into the 2021 calendar year.”
Figure: 1 Share of vintage exported by quarter/year
Figure:
1 Share of vintage exported by quarter/year

Australian wine exports excluding mainland China increased by 9 per cent in value to $1.99 billion
and14decreased by 5 per cent in volume to 618 million litres. Reports suggest that worldwide
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to the market solidifying its place as Australia’s number one destination by volume and it has now
overtaken mainland China as the number one destination by value,” Ms Triggs said.
Figure 2: Value of exports to the UK by month

Figure 2: Value of exports to the UK by month
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Destinations
The top five markets by value were:
•
UK, up 7 per cent to $460 million
•
US, down 11 per cent to $393
million
•
mainland China, down 77 per
cent to $274 million
•
Hong Kong, up 135 per cent to
$207 million, and
•
Canada, down 12 per cent to $173
million.
The top five markets by volume
were:
•
UK, down 2 per cent to 251
million litres
•
US, down 12 per cent to 123
million litres
•
Canada, down 13 per cent to 49
million litres
•
Germany, down 4 per cent to 33
million litres, and
•
New Zealand, down 13 per cent
to 28 million litres.
The most signif icant growth in
export value came from shipments
to Southeast Asia, up 43 per cent
to $255 million, followed by Europe
(including the UK) up 4 per cent to
$703 million. This growth was offset

by declining exports to Northeast
Asia, down 56 per cent to $598
million, and North America, down 11
per cent to $567 million.

United Kingdom

Australian wine exports to the UK
increased by 7 per cent in value to
$460 million and decreased by 2 per
cent in volume to 251 million litres
(28 million 9-litre case equivalents).
Average value increased by 9 per
cent to $1.83 per litre, the highest
average value since mid-2011.
In the past 12 months, exports in
almost all price segments to the UK
have continued to grow, with exports
at an average value over $5 per litre
enjoying 35 per cent growth in value.
The growth in premium wine has
meant that the UK has moved from
the seventh largest destination of
exports above $10 per litre to fifth in
the past year.

United States
of America

Australian wine exports to the US
declined by 11 per cent in value

to $393 million and 12 per cent
in volume to 123 million litres (14
million 9-litre case equivalents).
Average value increased by 2 per
cent to $3.18 per litre. Australian
wine exports to the US experienced
a boost in the second half of 2020
due to the COVID-19-related surge
in off-premise trade sales, where
most Australian wine is sold, when
the on-premise trade sector was
shut-down. This year, with the ontrade re-opening and the off-trade
subsiding to a more normal level of
activity, there was a counter-swing
and exports declined overall.

Mainland China

Since the imposition of import
tariffs in November 2020, exports of
Australian wine to mainland China
have dropped dramatically. The
value of exports in the 12 months to
September 2021 were down 77 per
cent to $274 million. The number
of exporters shipping wine to
mainland China has also dropped,
from 2241 in the year ended
September 2020 to 750 in the year
ended September 2021.

Grape expectations for wine as new CEO appointed
Minister
for
Agriculture
and
Northern Australia, David Littleproud
has announced Dr Martin Cole as
the new CEO of Wine Australia,
commencing 15 November 2021.

“Dr Cole was head of Agriculture,
Food and Wine at the University
of Adelaide and brings a wealth of
scientific and leadership experience
to the position.

Minister
Littleproud
said
the
engagement of a new CEO
will provide certainty for the
organisation after a period of
significant challenges, including
COVID-19, drought and bushfires.

“I have no doubt he will continue
to support the organisation on its
journey toward the wine industry’s
Vision 2050 which guides the
sector’s focus over the next three
decades.”

“Under
Dr
Cole’s
leadership,
Wine Australia will continue to
deliver on its mission to support a
competitive wine sector, growing
domestic and international markets
and protecting the reputation
of
Australian
wine,”
Minister
Littleproud said.

“I’d also like to thank former CEO,
Andreas Clark, who finished in July
2021 after 15 years of service to Wine
Australia, including 8 years as CEO.

“Demand for Aussie wine continues
to grow both here and overseas,
and Wine Australia is crucial
in promoting Australian wine
internationally as some of the safest,
most sustainable and highest
quality wine in the world.
16

Mr Clark led the organisation
through its transformation from
the Wine Australia Corporation
and its merger with the Grape and
Wine Research and Development
Corporation, in 2014” Minister
Littleproud said.
“During his time as CEO, Mr Clark
provided leadership to deliver strong
growth in the value of wine exports
through the $50 million Export and

Regional Wine Support Package,
while also responding to significant
challenges including drought and
the 2020 bushfires.”
“I’d also like to thank Steven Weinert
for his stewardship in the acting role
since July”, Minister Littleproud said.
Wine Australia Chair Dr Michele
Allan said, “We are delighted to
welcome Professor Cole to this
role, after what’s been a highly
competitive recruitment process.
“With his broad range of skills and
experience, we know he’ll be a
great asset to the Australian grape
and wine community, and we look
forward to continuing to deliver
results for our levy payers under his
leadership,” Dr Allan said.
“I’d also like to join the Minister in
thanking Steven Weinert for his
work as the Acting CEO following
Andreas’
departure.
He
has
provided significant support to the
Board during this time and it’s been
greatly appreciated”.
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IF YOU SPOT ME,
REPORT ME!
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We don’t have these pests and diseases in
Australian vineyards. Let’s keep it that way.

We have some
strains or
species of these
pests in
Australia. Let’s
keep them
contained within
current zones.

For more information on these
pests and diseases or if you
find anything unusual, contact
Vinehealth Australia on
(08) 8273 0550 or the Exotic Plant
Pest Hotline 0n 1800 084 881.

VINEHEALTH
AUSTRALIA

www.vinehealth.com.au
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OTLINE

EXOTIC PLANT PEST H

1800 084 881

© Vinehealth Australia 2017 Version 1.2
Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to ensure this poster is as
accurate as possible, Vinehealth Australia makes no claims, promises
or guarantees about the accuracy or completeness of this poster, and
expressly disclaims liability for errors and omissions in its content.
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Workplace manslaughter:
Some steps to reduce risk
of death from vehicles on farms

Farm owners, managers and directors must ensure a safe and healthy workplace – if someone
dies on your farm, you could be prosecuted under the new law.

This new law doesn’t create additional responsibilities; it just introduces tougher penalties. If you’re
already complying with your work health and safety duties, and continue to, you’re doing the right thing.
If you’re not complying, and not thinking about workplace risk, the consequences can be much tougher.

Most deaths (about 75%) on farms involve vehicles. Common situations
involve tractors, trucks, quad bikes and other vehicles:

rolling over and crushing people, particularly if
a person has been thrown from the cabin

running over the driver while
they’re out of the vehicle

running over another person

and attachments, where people can become
(PTO)-driven machinery.

Vehicles aren’t
the only dangers
on farms

Whatever job you and your workers are doing on the farm, always
stop that happening, discuss with your workers and take action
to make sure you’re providing a safe workplace.
19
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