
Murray Darling and  
Swan Hill wine regions
The sustainable heart of inland  
Australian wines



Who we are
Murray Valley Winegrowers Inc (MVWI) is the 
industry organisation representing the interests 
of around 300 growers across the Murray 
Darling and Swan Hill Valley wine regions, 
spanning about 320km along the Murray and 
Darling-Baaka rivers.

The Murray Darling and Swan Hill regions produce 
23 per cent of Australia’s national crush.

The region has a natural competitive advantage 
when it comes to producing quality wines. Rich 
alluvial soils, the Murray and Darling-Baaka rivers 
and a landscape bathed in sunshine for most of 
the year combine to deliver the wines the region 
is known for.

Our growers have long embraced sustainable 
practices – from soil health to water 
management and chemical use.

This is now reflected in the strong uptake of 
Sustainable Winegrowing Australia training and 
certification.

Sustainable Winegrowing Australia is the national 
program that demonstrates Australian growers’ 
and winemakers’ sustainability credentials, and 
has more than 1800 members across Australia.

Growth in membership has been driven by 
benefits witnessed by grape growers and 
winemakers, coupled with increased market 
pressure and demand for sustainably produced 
wine.

The program tracks vineyard practices, 
consumables, energy consumption, waste 
management, recycling, soil health, and carbon 
emissions.

Individual growers and winemakers can become 
certified, meaning the supply chain is complying 
with Sustainable Winegrowing Australia 
standards.

The Sustainable Winegrowing Australia trust 
mark – already recognised in the international 
marketplace – is displayed at the farmgate,  
winery and on the wine bottle. 

Murray Darling and Swan Hill wine regions The sustainable heart of inland Australian wines

The forefront of 
sustainability

Crush tonnes (2025) 
329,621

Average value per tonne (2025) 
$397

Total crush value (2025) 
$133,884,384

Percentage of national crush 
22.9%



“We get almost daily requests about 
whether our wines have Sustainable 
Winegrowing Australia certification. A lot of 
our buyers, especially from overseas, find it 
very important that we have that. Having 
the Sustainable Winegrowing Australia 
certification gives us all bigger and better 
opportunities.” 

Pia Merrick, head winemaker  
in the Murray Darling region

About 85 per cent of growers across the Murray  
Darling and Swan Hill regions have been through 
sustainability certification training, and to date 
half of those have gone on to become fully-
certified Sustainable Winegrowing Australia 
members.

Sustainable Winegrowing Australia certification 
builds on the region’s already strong reputation 
for sustainability and quality wine production. 

Telling our 
sustainability story
Murray Valley Winegrowers Inc has embraced 
sustainability and Sustainable Winegrowing 
Australia as a way of telling our story to 
consumers and highlighting our region’s 
sustainability credentials.

For many growers, certification is a way for 
them to officially record and demonstrate the 
sustainable practices of their business, and find 
ways to further improve.

That information is then passed through the 
supply chain to customers and consumers, 
who are increasingly demanding sustainably-
produced products.

Supporting growers  
on their sustainability  
journey
Murray Valley Winegrowers Inc supports its 
growers to achieve Sustainable Winegrowing 
Australia certification from start to finish.

MVWI facilitates Sustainable Winegrowing 
Australia certification workshops, where growers 
learn about the process and ensure their farm 
practices meet sustainability benchmarks.

Our industry development officer then provides 
ongoing support through the certification 
process and ensures they correctly record how 
they meet sustainability standards.

Outside of this, MVWI supports the sustainability 
of the region’s industry more broadly by:

>  �Delivering the region’s grapevine disease 
modelling tool, including the management of 
15 weather stations. These underpin MVWI’s 
disease predictability system, alerting growers 
about disease pressure. In many cases, this 
tool supports growers to reduce and better 
target their spraying, saving time, money and 
environmental impact.

>  �Supporting grower education, including in 
irrigation and water efficiency practices.

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land where 
we produce our wine grapes, pay our respects to all First Nations 
people and acknowledge Elders past, present and emerging.
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visit: mvwi.com.au

	 �PRIORITISES WATER EFFICIENCY

	� CREATES LESS WASTE

	� SUPPORTS LOCAL COMMUNITIES

	� PRIORITISES ENERGY EFFICIENCY

	� ENHANCES AUSTRALIAN BIODIVERSITY

	 LOOKS AFTER THE LAND

Sustainable Winegrowing  
Australia Certification benefits 

For growers 
A tool to support businesses identify  
how their practices can be more efficient  
– saving time and money, and delivering  
a quality product.

For winemakers 
Improved market access, meeting consumer 
expectation and demand for sustainable wines.

For industry 
Our commitment to a sustainable industry  
for future generations.

Murray Darling and Swan Hill wine regions

“The world is looking for everything to 
be more sustainable and we have to be 
accountable to that. The more accountable 
we are, and the more sustainable we are, the 
more they’ll support our product.” 

Brent Farnsworth, third generation grower  
in the Murray Darling region

Check out the video: 
The Sustainable Heart  
of Inland Winegrowing.


